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News Round Up

It has been clear for some time that,
whichever government had come to
power in the recent elections, funding
of public services and local investment
would be critically important issues. We
have been preparing for this for some
time and you can be assured that we will
be working flat out to find the best way
forward in this tough economic climate.
We continue to be firmly committed
to our vision for the Borough and are
working to maintain the momentum of
its regeneration and, as far as possible,
to protect the vital services which are so
important to our residents, businesses
and visitors.
I am delighted to see in this edition news of
so many successful local businesses. Stockton
businesses have shone in the recent nebusiness
awards – with a stunning award for Onyx
Group as North East company of the year.
We are also seeing exciting new start-ups and
expanding businesses and real hope for the
future in the many innovative and inspiring
training and enterprise initiatives.
It’s reassuring to see so many thriving
businesses during difficult times.
There are some important things we’d like
your views on over the next few months.
You can read in this edition about the wideranging consultations on adult social care and
the work of the Safer Stockton Partnership
which are coming up. We’re keen to hear
what really matters to you so please take the
chance to tell us what you think.
Finally, I hope you’ll enjoy our
great schedule of events
over the summer. We’re
working hard on an
exciting programme of
free events across the
Borough – we look
forward to seeing you
there!

Neil Schneider
Chief Executive, Stockton Borough Council

Leven Bridge
repairs progress

The discovery of bats
has not delayed repairs
to Leven Bridge, near
Yarm, damaged by
floods earlier this year.

However, Natural England
were satisfied the bats were
roosting in the unaffected
arch of the bridge and would
not be affected.

Contractors Birse Civils
are making good progress
on the work after the
Council worked with utility
companies to study the
river bed before stabilising
the bridge with additional
support under the
foundations.

Richard McGuckin, Stockton
Council’s Acting Head of
Technical Services, said: “We
have worked continuously
to achieve the best design
solution for the bridge. We
appreciate how frustrating
its closure may be and we do
appreciate the patience and
understanding of motorists
and the bus companies.

Resurfacing of the bridge will
follow reconstruction and
strengthening of the eroded
river bank and bed.
Council engineers also
worked closely with Natural
England after discovering
roosting bats under one
of the bridge’s arches.

“The works could be
complete by early July but
we’ll have a more accurate
idea as things progress.”
Diversions and alternative
arrangements for school and
public transport continue.

Stop Press – Taking the scenic route
As Stockton News was going to press, we learned
of a group of intrepid Council staff planning the
130mile coast to coast cycle ride in aid of the Dave
Raynor Fund, which raises money for budding
professional cyclists. Beginning by taking on the hills
of Cumbria on Friday 25 June, the team aim to be
freewheeling into Sunderland two days later.
To support the team and raise much needed funds for this
great cause, call Susan Walton, Civic Services Officer, on
(01642) 528161 or email: susan.walton@stockton.gov.uk
We’ll have some photos from the challenge next issue.
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Northshore moves nearer

Billingham plans

The multi-million pound Northshore
scheme to transform Stockton’s
riverside is a step nearer with the
planning approval for the first phase
of the development.

but there are many other exciting plans
for the site, all of which will transform an
underused pocket of prime riverside land
into a thriving mixed-use development,
bringing with it jobs and investment.”

Roll out those
lazy days of
summer

The overall Northshore scheme, led by Tees
Valley Unlimited, Stockton Council, the
Homes and Communities Agency and One
North East, has the potential to create 4,500
new jobs in addition to homes.

Let’s hope the weather
is kind this summer!
Even if it isn’t - there’s
plenty to shoo away any
showers with a whole
host of events for all the
family. See pages 32 and
33 for details of what’s
going on. With fantastic
festivals, including
Stockton International
Riverside Festival, galas,
rallies and roadshows
your diary will be packed
with things to do.

50 homes, with exciting design features such
as roof terraces, courtyards and views of
the River Tees, will form the first phase of a
mix of two, three and four-bedroom homes
which forms the project’s Home Zone.
This will kick-start the development of 3.4
hectares of land and form part of the wider
Northshore scheme, which could see the
creation of up to 999 homes.
Richard Buckley, Director of Delivery at
Tees Valley Unlimited, said: “This is the
first major element of the scheme to begin

Future plans include new offices, homes,
shops, hotels, restaurants, bars, cafes,
leisure facilities and a new campus for the
University of Durham.
Work is intended to start on site in the
summer, subject to an application by The
Homes and Communities Agency to the
Kickstart programme.

As Stockton News wnt to
print plans were agreed
for the improvements
for Billingham which will
take place in phases. The
proposals are moving
forward for the town
which includes plans for
a national retailer in the
East Precinct and a new
food store in the West
Precinct. It’s hoped the
works will be complete by
the end of 2012.

Tees Heritage Park is under way
Work is expected to start soon on the first phase of
the new Tees Heritage Park.
Initial work will begin at Preston Park, Black Bobbies Field,
Bassleton and Thornaby Woods and adjoining land at
Thornaby. Footpaths will link the areas together and to
the Tees Valley Wildlife Trust’s sites at Preston Farm and
Bowesfield. The ultimate aim is to create a heritage park
taking in the whole of the lower Tees Valley.

The Heritage Park forms an important part of Stockton
River Corridors Partnership Initiative, a partnership between
Stockton Council, the Environment Agency, British Waterways,
Groundwork North East and FTHP.
On 26 June between 11am-4pm at Preston Hall Museum and
Park everyone can come along and meet the partners in the
project, fellow community groups and the artist who will be
working with the community on the gateway features design.

Five Park gateways will each have their own features,
involving local artists and communities.
A £450,000 Flagship Grant from the Big Lottery Fund –
Community Spaces to The Friends of Tees Heritage Park (FTHP)
has made the park possible. Together with funding already
earmarked for new cycleway linkages, the total investment in
the project area is more than £600,000.
The Tees Heritage Park concept began with the local branch
of CPRE – the Campaign to Protect Rural England – several
years ago. Formed in Spring 2008, FTHP worked closely with
Stockton Council and other organisations to establish the
Park as an area to be protected and enhanced for future
generations.

Doug Nicholson, Chairman of FTHP
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A mint business

Cornerstone’s
service ethic
Bringing service
back to the IT and
telecommunications
industry has helped
Cornerstone Business
Solutions solve the
problems many
smaller businesses
face.
Cornerstone supply
software, hardware,
internet and telecoms
services but, more than
anything, the way they
do it is the key to their
success.

Two people are celebrating their first
full year in business after taking the
brave step to go it alone.
Gabrielle Sidaway, 41, and Michael Monkman
27 (pictured), worked in the design and print
industry but, with their future uncertain,
decided to set up Mint Design and Print on
Prince Regent Street, Stockton.
Offering a high standard of quality design
and print, they have secured regular work
from customers such as Warburtons, Mandale
Group and BP as well as the George Hardwick

Foundation and Butterwick Hospice.
Gabrielle said: “If someone had told me
two years ago I’d have my own business, I
would have laughed. I was happy working
for someone else but when you’re faced with
redundancy you have to look at what options
give you the best chance in life.”
Both Gabrielle and Michael would recommend
starting your own business. A daunting
prospect perhaps, things don’t always go to
plan and you may work irregular hours but
neither would change it for the world.

Toy story

Brian said: “It’s encouraging
that the business continues

“Friendly people staff
our help desk and will
talk through a problem
before handing over to
engineers selected as
much for their service
focus as technical knowhow.
“We can save people
money too and offer a
free IT healthcheck and
a try-before-you-buy
service.”

A family-run toy
company is going from
strength to strength
after moving to bigger
premises to meet
customer demands.
Internet and mail order firm
Toys Direct, run by husband
and wife team Brian and
Linda Parrish, which ships
toys and playtime favourites.
It moved to a new 46,000 sq
ft warehouse at Thornaby’s
Teesside Industrial Estate
earlier this year, with support
from Stockton Council and
Tees Valley Regeneration.

“Our business is based
on service as much
as technology. Many
customers are frustrated
at the way other
providers deal with
their problems,” said
Managing Director Chris
Petty.

Left to right, Michael Kendall from Tees Valley Regeneration with Linda,
Kristina and Brian Parrish, preparing orders at the Toys Direct warehouse.

to grow and we’re now one of the largest suppliers in Europe.
I expect continued expansion during 2010.”
Brian and Linda launched the mail order business from their
Nunthorpe home in 1995. An offshoot of the historic Romer
Parrish firm, it launched on the Internet in 1999, which has led
to its growth.

The approach clearly
works. Cornerstone
were overall winner and
Service category winner
in the Best New Business
Awards for the Tees
Valley, and recently won
the Services Award at
the Tees Valley Business
Awards.
With a move to new
offices, a new sister
business and apprentice
recruitment on the cards,
their future looks good.

If you want help, information or advice about starting or developing your own
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Onyx crowned
top in North East
Left to right Sarah Clark, Kertrina Gibson and Sarah Hall

Altered Images: Advice from The Five Lamps and her bank

helped Kertrina Gibson, pictured centre with Sarah Clark and
Sarah Hall, open her own intimate and comfortable hair salon
for ladies, gents and children. With 15 years experience, she is
keen to give customers personal care and attention at Altered
Images, in Stockton’s Regency West Mall. Senior citizens can
enjoy a 20 per cent discount on Tuesdays.

swiftcover.com to
create 350 new jobs
A local lad’s return
is helping steer the
spectacular success of
swiftcover.com
From small beginnings in
2005, the online motor
insurer – now part of the
AXA group – is building
a multi-million pound
operations centre at
Portrack Interchange
Business Park, backed by a
One North East grant.
Over the next three years
an expected 350 extra jobs
will add to 450 already at
swiftcover.com’s existing
operations centre.
The 25,000 sq ft centre will
open in January, housing
an expanded customer

help team, IT development
and operations support for
motor insurer AXA Direct.
Stockton-born operations
director Dave Fretter
said: “swiftcover.com has
stayed loyal to Teesside,
building on the success of
our existing operation and
fulfilling our commitment
to staff to reward their
efforts with our continued
support.”

Stockton is proud to be
home to the region’s
top business, in the
shape of IT Services
business Onyx Group.
Based at Portrack
Interchange Business Park,
Onyx has been crowned
North East Company of
the Year in the final of the
nebusiness awards.

companies, it has acquired
five companies in 18
months and has ambitions
to continue growing.
.
Neil Stephenson, CEO, of
Onyx Group, said the award
came after an “amazing”
and “special” year for
the company and paid
tribute to the contribution
made by every single Onyx
employee.

The past year has seen fastexpanding Onyx become a
leading national technology
provider with offices and
data centres in Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Newcastle,
Stockton and London.
Named by the Sunday
Times as one of the UK’s
fastest-growing technology

“We are so proud to
have been recognised as
Company of the Year and
receive such a prestigious
award. Onyx is now a
national company, we are
very proud to have our
headquarters in this region
and especially proud of our
Tees Valley roots.”

With most business
completed online,
swiftcover.com is not a call
centre. Staff work in a
pleasant environment and
employee turnover is very
low – some families have
several members working
there.

Green solutions
Stockton-based Aker Solutions has a spring in its
step for 2010.
Norwegian-owned Aker Solutions’ Stockton office specialises
in power generation, energy, mining and metals, water
management and oil, gas and process industries. It also
decommissions old nuclear power stations.

Several new contracts have seen the 600-strong team at
Surtees Business Park in Bowesfield continue to grow. Some
of those laid off by Corus are helping fill up to 100 jobs over
the coming year.
Helping fuel this success is the move to ‘green’ power,
including the environmentally-friendly biomass process
burning recycled wood. Aker is currently working on a £115
million biomass power station in Scotland and there are
optimistic prospects for two similar plants – the £200m scheme
at Billingham Reach for Yarm-based Gaia Power and another
near London.

business call Stockton Council’s Business Development team on (01642) 528384.
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Future Jobs make a
real difference

Taylor Made
Wardrobes
opens its
doors
A former Eaglescliffe
caretaker who
became unemployed
in January 2007 has
retrained in carpentry
to pick up a new
job with Taylor
Made Wardrobes in
Stockton.

Beth Baker and Phil O’Brien are Costumed Interpreters at Preston Hall Museum and Park.

Last year the Council received some
good news – we were one of only 62
local authorities to be successful in the
first funding round of the Department
of Work and Pension’s Future Jobs
Fund.
Designed to help unemployed young people
into work, the Future Jobs Fund scheme has
seen the Council work with 28 local partners
such as Tristar Homes, The Five Lamps
Organisation, Newtown Community Resource
Centre and Tees Active to create sustainable
jobs.
One of 14 young people to take up a year’s
work with Five Lamps is Jenny Donaldson,
24. Although she began as an administrator,
Jenny applied for a permanent job when
a vacancy arose at Five Lamps and is now
employed as an Enterprise Coach.
She said: “I was unemployed for six months
and applying for up to 10 jobs a week
without getting any response. A friend told
me about the Future Jobs Fund and, once I
applied, I got six interviews in the first week.
“I was really pleased to be offered a job
with Five Lamps. It’s a great environment
to work in and, with support from my
colleagues, I realised I was ready to apply for
the Enterprise Coach position. I’ve gone from

being unemployed to a full time job with
excellent opportunities.“
With a range of jobs to suit every interest,
the Council has taken on three Future Job
Fund employees as costumed interpreters.
Phil O’Brien, 22, David Casey, 23 and Beth
Baker, 19, are bringing displays to life and
add historic character to the packed events
schedule at Preston Hall Museum and Park.
Three other Future Jobs Fund employees have
joined them as Gardening Assistants at the
Park.
Thanks to an extra £715,000 boost from
the Council’s own Communities Fund,
those securing Future Jobs Fund positions
locally have a better deal than the original
Department for Work and Pensions proposal
– jobs for 30 hours per week rather than 25,
lasting 12 months rather than six and pay
above the national minimum wage.

With support from his
local Jobcentre Ray
Diedrick, 49, not only
managed to overcome
an illness and retrain at
Finchale Training College,
Durham, but also won
the College’s Ann Page
award for outstanding
achievement and
progress.
The course proved just
the boost he needed.
His training included a
voluntary placement with
Taylor Made Wardrobes
where he impressed boss
Grant Taylor so much
they offered him a job.
Ray said: “I was a bit
daunted by the thought
of re-training but I
needn’t have worried,
the College made me
feel so welcome. I have
to thank my tutor Trevor
Spooner too - he helped
me all the way.”

Richard Poundford, Stockton Council’s Head
of Regeneration and Economic Development
said: “We’re pleased to support the
Government’s Future Job Fund with our own
funding to help young people secure a step
on the employment ladder. The 12-month
jobs provide the opportunity for them to gain
work experience, access training and develop
skills which will enhance their CVs and future
employment opportunities.”

For more information on training and apprentic
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Showing their business skills
Pupils from Blakeston and
Northfield School have been
busy honing their business skills
thanks to support from Stockton
Council’s Enterprise Culture
Project.

Lupton, Leader of Stockton Borough
Council, Lynda Dixon, Regional
Enterprise Co-ordinator for the Specialist
Skills and Academies Trust and Philip
Richardson, Deputy Head at Northfield
School Marsh House Site.
After a close competition Jade Gately,
Laura Wilks, Sammi-Jo Cartwright
and Sam Hewson of Billingham Dance
School (BDS) were declared the winning

Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils from Blakeston
School recently took over the school
hall, turning it into a market place
selling their products and ideas to the
public.

team for their idea to set up afterschool dance classes for primary school
children. BDS will receive a grant from
the Council to fund the business.
The Enterprise Culture Project is funded
by Stockton Council’s Communities
Fund and the European Regional
Development Fund 2007-13 (ERDF) with
investment secured through One North
East.

The project was designed to give the
youngsters all the skills they would need
to take part in Enterprise UK’s ‘Make
Your Mark with a Tenner’ challenge.
Year 10 Northfield School pupils got
the chance to take part in a special
entrepreneurial challenge day.
The students worked in teams to
produce a portfolio with company
identity, business plan and advertising
ideas. They then delivered a pitch
to a team of ‘dragons’ made up of
Alistair MacColl, Chief Exec at Business
Enterprise North East, Councillor Ken

Challenge winners BDS with judges (L-R) Philip Richardson, Lynda Dixon, Alistair MacColl and Rachael
Newton, Stockton Council’s Enterprise Coordinator.

From Redcar to Stockton
When Chris Watson, 47, completed
his last day of work at Corus after 30
years, his future felt bleak.
But, less than two weeks after leaving the
Redcar plant, Stockton firm Francis Brown
Limited – who design and manufacture
pressure vessels and process equipment –
signed him up as an estimating engineer.

Monday to Friday. Advisers can be contacted
on (01642) 404649 or 404790, or by email at
jobcentreplus@corusgroup.com
For more information on Techconsult visit
www.techconsult.co.uk

Chris attended an on-site employment
training fair, organised by Jobcentre Plus
through the Corus Response Group, attended
by 56 employers and was put in touch with
Techconsult who specialise in recruiting for
the engineering and construction industry.
He said: “As I have very specialist skills I
didn’t want to have to start my career all over
again. I thought I’d never get the same type
of work again – it just shows how wrong you
can be.”
The Jobcentre Plus resource centre at the
plant is open to workers from 8am – 6pm

(left to right) Paul Blinkhorn (Jobcentre Plus), Chris
Watson, Jamie Brown (Francis Brown Ltd) and Ian
Marshall (Techconsult UK Ltd).

Yes you can!

As Stockton News went
to print five entrepreneur
finalists – and all from the
Stockton Borough - were
up against each other in a
bid to be named the face
of entrepreneurship in
the Tees Valley as part of
the ‘If We Can - You Can’
challenge 2010, organised by
the Entrepreneurs’ Forum.
The finalists were: Phil
Crosby – a health and fitness
website iexerci.se, Chris
Petty, boss of Cornerstone
Business Solutions, Amanda
Rylander who runs care
service company 3Score&10,
Andrew Dunn who invented
Flood DAM to prevent flood
damage and Callum Miller
who runs Turbo Connect, a
car refurbishment firm. The
final two will be put to a
public vote, with the winner
announced on June 17 in the
Evening Gazette.

ceships call Stockton Council on (01642) 527904
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Celebrating 700 years
For 700 years people have been coming to Stockton to visit the
famous market. To celebrate, the Council held two special events
to mark the town’s history and look forward to its bright future.
In May 1310 Bishop Bek of Durham signed a charter
proclaiming: “to our town of Stockton a market upon
every Wednesday for ever”. Each Wednesday and
Saturday since, the market has come alive in a blaze
of noise and colour. And on Wednesday 12 May the
current Lord Bishop of Durham, Right Reverend Dr
NT Wright (pictured) came to Stockton to sign a new
charter commemorating the ancient
declaration.

The 700th
anniversary celebrations also saw Middle Ages
traders, such as apothecaries, potters, astrologers
and falconers, entertain shoppers as their modern
counterparts got into the spirit of the day by
donning fancy dress.

Stockton News May / June 2010
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of markets
The day also revived the role of the Market Cross as
a speaker’s corner. Resident’s got 60 seconds to air
their views on the “Stockton Soapbox” there were
many passionate views about living and working in the
Borough – you can see some of the speeches at
www.youtube.com/stocktoncouncil
Guests to step up to the
soapbox included writer and
campaigner, Linda Robinson
(pictured) who read out
her specially crafted poem
- Did Clark Gable Know?
Last summer Billingham
resident, Linda performed
Steel River, on another,
if not larger, soapbox
- a plinth in Trafalgar
Square. If you missed
her 60 seconds read
below to learn about
a Hollywood legend’s
wartime visit to the
town.

Did Clark Gable Know?
By Linda Robinson

(Hollywood star Clark Gable visited The Black Lion on
Stockton High Street during World War II.)
Did Clark Gable know about us or did he
drink his beer quietly and forget the local
people with smiles as wide as their widest high street;
his wartime visit a whistle-stop blur?
Did he visit our market given to us by Bishop Bek,
its sights, sounds and smells that have
have endured down the centuries,
feeding our bellies and imaginations.
Did he know about the railway that changed
the world from here in our town,
its magnificent engines and shining steel
tracks that clacketty-clacked through history?
As he lit his cigarette in wartime shadows
trying to avoid the third light,
did he know he had visited the home of
John Walker’s magnificent friction match?
Could he have foreseen the riot of colour,
the music, the theatre, the spectacular energy
bursting out onto our streets at festival time:
the creativity and innovation that we proudly parade?
Did Clark Gable know?
Maybe not? But do you?

So here’s to the next
700 years! Richard Poundford,
the Council’s Head of Regeneration and Economic
Development said: “We’re committed to building
on Stockton’s reputation for providing good markets
across the Borough. They play an important role in
supporting independent retailing, local employment
and business start-up opportunities.
“Markets are part of Stockton’s townscape and they
will continue to be at the heart of all future plans to
regenerate the town centre.”
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Our message to pavement parkers: Don’t!
Motorists parking on pavements may not realise,
but they can often create a hazard and cost Council
Tax payers £300,000 a year in repairs.
In recent years, Councils have taken over, from the police, the
responsibility for action against illegal street parkers (although
police officers can still deal with obstructive parking).
Richard McGuckin, Stockton Council’s Acting Head of Technical
Services, said: “Very occasionally, there may be no alternative
– but pavement parking is the exception, not the rule.
“Yet it’s amazing how many motorists think pavement parking
is OK, ignoring its dangers or what it costs to put right.

What’s our role? If the Council receives a complaint or finds a
nuisance obstruction with no yellow lines, the Neighbourhood
Enforcement team will assess the site and circumstances and
may issue a 24-hour removal notice. Most owners comply – of
2,500 such notices issued to date, only around 20 required
removal action (police officers could issue a £30 penalty in
similar circumstances).
If the vehicle is a hazard, an immediate removal notice can be
served.
To find out more about parking in Stockton Borough,
visit www.stockton.gov.uk/parking Watch out for more
information about parking in future editions of Stockton
News.

“We try to be fair – rather than issuing penalties, we’d much
prefer people to comply with the law.”

Obstructions:

Parked vehicles may not leave enough room for pedestrians,
wheelchairs or pushchairs (normally 0.9m), causing problems
for elderly, disabled, blind or partially sighted people.

Road safety:

Parked vehicles blocking the pavement can force people using
it into the road – particularly dangerous if it’s busy – and
obscure a motorist’s view of people trying to cross.

Pavement parking can be dangerous, damaging and costly.

DID

Damage:

Regular parking on pavements and verges damages
flagstones, grass verges and kerbstones. It creates a trip
hazard, looks unsightly, and hinders sweeping and grass
cutting vehicles.

YOU KNOW?

Costs:

Claims from injured pedestrians, inspections and repairs
to damaged pavements and underground services cost the
Council £300,000 annually.

White lines mark where pavement
parking is allowed

Yellow line restrictions don’t
just apply to the road they
are painted on. Unless
there’s a designated parking
area, they also apply to the
pavement and any verge
alongside them.

Paving the way for gateway
A new Stockton road junction
will be a major step towards
the improved Tees Valley Bus
Network.

“So it will also form the first, important
step to regenerating this part of
Stockton, and improving links between
the town centre and the A66, Ingleby
Barwick and Yarm.”

The junction at 1825 Way, Bridge Road,
Riverside and Churchyard Link Road will
use coordinated traffic signals to replace
the current roundabout.
It will improve public transport by
reducing delays on key bus routes, and
also create a better connection from
the South Stockton Link into the town
centre, forming a high quality, modern
entrance to central Stockton.
Richard McGuckin, the Council’s Acting
Head of Technical Services, said: ”The

The steam locomotive currently on
display, built by Head Wrightson & Co
of Thornaby in 1870, will be relocated
alongside the new road.

new junction will make a significant
contribution to the development of
the Tees Valley Bus Network, reducing
delays and contributing to sustainable
transport in the area.

Advanced works could begin next year,
with a start on construction possible
during 2012 at the earliest. It will be
funded through the £57 million Tees
Valley Bus Network and forms part of a
£500 million public sector-led investment
programme spearheading regeneration
in Stockton Borough.
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Quicker from A to B
across the Tees Valley
It’s great news for Tees
Valley bus users with
major improvements on
the cards to the tune of
more than £57 million
for key bus corridors
from now to the end of
2013.

Better information will
include more signs at bus
stops displaying bus services
in ‘real time’. There will also
be more lighting and CCTV
to help security and make
passengers feel safer.
Bus companies will continue
to invest in new, low floor,

vehicles and will roll out a
programme of driver training
and vehicle cleaning to
ensure quality standards are
maintained on all routes.
To see progress on
the scheme visit www.
connectteesvalley.com

£37.5 million will come from
the Department of Transport
with the rest from Councils
and bus operators which will
help create a network of
high quality, high frequency,
reliable bus services for the
main centres across the Tees
Valley.

Two brand-new
liveried buses are
to connect Stockton
Town Centre,
Teesside Retail Park
and Middlesbrough.

It’s hoped by the
summer shoppers from
outside the Borough
will be able to take
advantage of Stockton’s
famous Wednesday
and Saturday Market
and regular specialist
markets.

Bus priority at traffic lights
will help keep buses on time,
while re-designed junctions
and traffic systems will help
all vehicles, not just buses.

Step out on new footbridge

The existing footbridge is
around 120 years old and
Stockton Council has worked

Linking
up for
shopping
heaven

Stockton Council
has secured
£458,000 through
the Department for
Transport’s Kickstart
scheme, to work with
Compass Royston to
offer a weekday halfhourly service and a
new hourly Sunday
service.

In Stockton, Durham Road,
Norton Road and Yarm Road
will all benefit from the
improvements, with new bus
stops and raised kerbs for
easy access.

Detailed designs can
now be completed
for a new £1.3 million
footbridge at Thornaby
Railway Station.
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hard over recent years to
secure the funding needed to
replace it. It is hoped work
will begin at the end of the
year.
Thornaby is a very well-used
station which has already
benefitted from investment

in the ticket office, car
parking and CCTV.
Funding for the new
footbridge comes from
Network Rail, Tees Valley
Metro, Stockton Council’s
Local Transport Plan and the
Department for Transport.

Compass Royston
Director, Gary Walton,
said: “This new service
will be a real boost to
shoppers and help ease
congestion in all these
centres. It will also
benefit the hundreds
of staff who work at
Teesside Park.”
Mike Clarke, Manager
of Teesside Retail Park
welcomed the news,
saying: “We have
always seen the need
for Teesside Park to
have a good bus service
for our customers and
staff, which is why we
all got behind the bid.”
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Don’t throw money away
When disposing of household waste
–if you’ve had work done on your
house, for example – make sure you
use a registered waste carrier, or it
could cost you dearly.
The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment
Act 2005 makes it an offence for anyone
to allow waste from their property to be
collected, transported and/or deposited by
someone who is not a registered and licensed
waste carrier.
So it’s not only your responsibility to make
sure the waste carrier is licensed, but also that
they take the waste to a suitable site and deal
with it correctly. This means you must insist
on seeing a correctly filled-in Waste Transfer
Note, listing what is collected, by whom and
its final destination – and sign it.
Deal with an unlicensed carrier and you could
be fined £5,000.
Individuals or companies who flout the law
by dumping items such as furniture and
fridges, could face even higher penalties, with
maximum fines of £50,000 or up to 12 months
in prison.

Richard Bradley, Service Manager, Care For
Your Area, said: “Fly tipping costs local
councils between £100 and £150 million to
clear up annually and we urge residents to
take this issue seriously.
“We continue to work closely with the
Environment Agency, Police and Fire Service
to carry out roadside spot checks on waste
carriers.”
To report fly tipping call (01642) 391959.

Affordable
housing
28 new houses will soon
take shape on the former
Rosebrook School site,
Roseworth.
Most of the two and three
bedroom family homes and
two-bedroom bungalows
for elderly/disabled residents
will be for affordable rent.
Others will be available to
rent on a basis to help those
people who can’t afford to
privately rent.
Rent is charged at a rate of
80 per cent of the market
rent cost.
Registered social landlord
Housing Hartlepool will
develop the scheme with
funding from the Homes and
Communities Agency and
will be managed by Tristar
Homes.
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The Hub opens
The UK’s first one-stop-shop for
walking and cycling is helping
Stockton lead the charge for better
health and environmentally-friendly
travel.
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Housing
plans to
go ahead

The Hub, at 17 Bridge Road in Stockton
Town Centre, provides bicycle storage,
maintenance facilities and training, as well
as advice on routes, guided walks and rides
to help local people ditch their car and
travel more actively.

Ambitious plans
to extend the
regeneration of
Stockton’s Parkfield
Mill Lane area are to
go ahead following
support from residents
who gave their clear
backing.

Open Mondays to Fridays, 7.30am – 6pm,
it is run by Stockton Active Travel, a
partnership between by Stockton Borough
Council, sustainable transport charity,
Sustrans and NHS Stockton-on-Tees, with
major Big Lottery funding.

Consultation showed
nearly nine out of ten
residents in favour on the
extension. Local community
groups have also indicated
their support.

Can you help?

The 15 to 20 year plans
will transform the area
into a thriving residential
neighbourhood. More
than 200 properties have
already been demolished
and replaced with 80 new
homes. Acquisition and
demolition of further
houses will begin soon.

The Hub team is asking for people to
volunteer some time with the new facility’s
day-to-day operations.
Hub volunteer and cycle maintenance
enthusiast, Tim Fuller, 41, from Thornaby,
A member of the public braves the weather on a new
design of an old classic bicycle

said: “I’m interested in bikes as clean,
renewable transport and I like trying to
get a few cars off the roads and get people
fitter. Volunteers do more than cycle
maintenance – we lead walks and rides
and meet a lot of different people. I really
enjoy it and can’t recommend it enough.”

Malcolm Shepherd, Sustrans Chief Executive and
Ruth Hill, Assistant Director of Health Improvement
for NHS Stockton-on-Tees and Stockton Council

Stockton Active Travel would also like
any unwanted cycles for a bike recycling
project, loaning refurbished bikes to the
local community.
To find out about becoming a volunteer,
or to donate an unused bike, call (01642)
803441 or visit the Hub.
Students from Durham University’s
Queen’s Campus, Stockton, took up a Hub
challenge to a race against the clock.

Tim Fuller, Hub Volunteer

The riders hit the virtual road on a
bike, hooked up to a computer
generated course. Without ever leaving
the University, the cyclists completed
a 400m mountain bike course, the winning
woman clocking 1 minute and 16 seconds
and her male counterpart managing 1
minute and 6 seconds.

When the Council’s
Cabinet first approved
the demolition boundary
in 2005, many residents
living just outside the area
voiced disappointment they
were not included. The
extension will reach as far
as Dovecot Street by taking
in the whole of Buchanan
Street, St Bernard’s Road
and Tarring Street.
Julie Nixon, Stockton
Council’s Head of Housing,
said: “This is a great step
forward, thanks to residents
supporting the plans for
good quality housing
in safe, well designed
neighbourhoods.”
Local resident Lindsey
Wilkinson said: “I am really
pleased that the Council has
agreed to demolish my old
home. Me and my family
are moving into a brand
new house next week and I
can’t wait!”
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Beating a clear path
With many great footpaths to enjoy,
the Council is contacting a number of
local landowners to remind them to
ensure crops do not obstruct public
rights of way.

526757, email technicalservices@stockton.
gov.uk or complete an online form at www.
stockton.gov.uk/prowproblems

Council
tenants to
make the
decision
Stockton Council’s
tenants currently have
the opportunity to
vote on the proposal to
transfer the ownership
of 10,400 Council homes
to a new-style Tristar
Homes.

Richard McGuckin, Acting Head of Technical
Services, said: “The vast majority of
landowners do an excellent job keeping paths
defined and clear of growing crops, which is
their responsibility under the Rights of Way
Act 1990.
“However, a small minority occasionally
obstruct rights of way. If landowners don’t
comply with their legal duties to restore path
surfaces after ploughing and preventing
crops from obstructing them, the Council
will contact them and take further action to
resolve the problem.”

Over recent months, tenants
received the “Your Home,
Your Say” newsletters, a
Formal Consultation Offer
Document and a ballot paper,
with many also speaking to
Council representatives.

You can also help by using paths, to keep the
line well-trodden after landowners have met
their responsibility.

Now it’s time to vote!

If you find any problems on the Public Rights
of Way network, please contact the Highway
Network Management Section on (01642)

Wired-up Stockton
With electric powered
cars on their way, the
North East is Europe’s
first to become wired to
install electric charging
points.

of the biggest names in car
manufacturing such as Jaguar
and Ferrari producing electric
models – it’s clear they are
part of our forward thinking
as a sustainable mode of
transport.”

20 charging points should be
installed at various locations
across Stockton Borough by
the end of this year.

One North East and the

In February the Council
trialled four electric cars to
assess their practicality for
commuting – with a very
positive outcome. Quiet and
nippy, they were comfortably
on a par with petrol and
diesel powered cars.
Nissan recently announced it
will build its new electric car the Leaf - in Sunderland.
Neil Ellison, Sustainability
Manager at Stockton
Council, said: “With some

Office for Low Emissions
secured almost £3 million
through the Government’s
‘Plugged in Places’ scheme.
Their ambition is to install
620 charging points across
the North East Region by the
end of this year.
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Council tenants are reminded
their vote only counts if they
fill in and return their ballot
paper within the 28-day
period shown on the ballot
paper, which ends June 16.
Remember it’s not a foregone
conclusion – transfer can
only go ahead if the majority
of tenants who vote, vote
in favour. It really is up to
tenants to decide – so please
don’t forget to vote.
If you have any questions
about how the ballot works,
or have not yet received your
ballot paper, please contact
the Council’s freephone
information line on
0800 432 0891.

news
Stockton

16

Community Safety

Calling all residents

Joe’s story
Joe could be any young
person.

Joe’s position and where to
get help.

Your average 13-year
old, he enjoys football,
music and is learning to
skateboard.

Claire Sills, Senior
Community Safety Officer,
explained: “The interactive
lesson uses special tools,
an online reporting form
and a game to reinforce
values and lets young
people know about services
available to support them.

But Joe has a secret too.
He doesn’t tell anyone, nor
does he know where to find
help.

Police Officer Graeme Smiles with left to right is Keith Ndlovu, Rebecca
Moran, Jordan Irvin all from St. Bede’s Primary School who feature on the
front of the new Crime and Disorder Audit document

It’s time to have your
say about what matters
most to you, whether
it’s crime, anti social
behavior or drugs –
and the Safer Stockton
Partnership want to hear
about it.
Look out in August, as all
households will receive a
Crime and Disorder survey,
featuring three youngsters
on the front – not forgetting
Sam the Labrador cross.
By completing the short
survey, which is part of a
Safer Stockton consultation
across the Borough, you’ll
not only be helping us and
your community but you
could also have the chance of
winning a prize.
Taking place every three
years, the audit identified
five key priorities in 2007 –
anti social behavior, criminal
damage, drug abuse violent
crime and diverting young
people from offending.
The combined efforts of the
Council, Police, Fire Service
and the Drug and Alcohol
Action team have made great
progress on these targets,
to make Stockton the safest
place to live in the Tees
Valley.
Marilyn Davies, Community
Safety Manager, said: “In

Stockton Borough the total
crime rate has reduced by
46 per cent over the last six
years and we are keen to
continue to make Stockton
safer. It’s very important our
residents have their say on
what is important to them
and we are very keen to hear
their views. The Crime and
Disorder Audit document
is a vital tool in informing
residents what’s happening
in their area and what we are
doing to keep crime, disorder
and anti-social behaviour at
an all time low.”

Every day he goes to school
and has his dinner money
pinched. He has stones
thrown at him and suffers
name-calling. Like many
others, Joe is a victim of
anti social behaviour and
daren’t tell anyone.
However, the Council’s
Community Safety Team
can help. Part of the Safer
Stockton Partnership, it
works in schools to raise
awareness about victims or
witnesses of crime and anti
social behaviour. The free
one-hour lesson highlights
what it feels like to be in

The Safer Stockton
Partnership’s Safe at
Home initiative has lent
a friendly hand and
warm-hearted support
to many vulnerable
residents across the
Borough since 2003.

You can also submit your
survey form on www.
stockton.gov.uk/crimesurvey
Please don’t miss out on your
chance to tell us what really
matters to you.

Stockton Council, Cleveland
Police and Stockton Fire
Service work closely with
Victim Support, Harbour and
Tristar Homes to provide
free assistance and advice
to vulnerable and elderly
residents, those living in
vulnerable conditions,
and victims of domestic
violence, crime or anti social
behaviour.

YOU KNOW?

When our anti social
behaviour and enforcement
officers are out on patrol,
they use testing strips to
show alcohol presence in
drinks young people may
be carrying.

Funded by the Youth
Crime Action Plan, the
lessons stem from the
‘ROACH’ campaign, already
promoted in schools with
Crimestoppers, which
encourages young people
to report incidents online.
To find out more call Claire
Sills on (01642) 527616,
email Claire.sills@stockton.
gov.uk or visit www.
saferstockton.com

Safe at home

There are several ways to get
in touch – complete the audit
survey, attend one of our
Wednesday drop-in sessions
in Stockton Town Centre or
contact Claire Sills on (01642)
527616 and we can arrange
to hold a focus group in your
area.

DID

“It encourages them
to recognise how their
behaviour can intimidate
and make others feel like
victims.”

Daniel Steer, of the Council’s
Community Safety team, runs
the scheme. He explains:

“It’s a real achievement to
be able to say we’ve helped
1,000 residents.

“Although Stockton still
remains the safest place
to live in the Tees Valley,
residents can feel assured
the combined efforts of
the Council, Police and Fire
Service are helping residents
in need.”
Satisfaction surveys of
residents assisted help
evaluate and develop the
scheme. One resident said it
has helped her feel safer in
her own home.
Daniel’s dedication recently
earned him a Tees Customer
Service commendation for
helping residents over the
winter. To find out more
about Safe at Home, call
Daniel on (01642) 527613.
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Gun amnesty
Do you have an Olympic .380 BBM starting pistol?
Cleveland Police are taking part in a national
amnesty until Friday 4 June for anyone possessing
these revolvers, now prohibited under the Firearms
Act 1968.
Anyone with one, who doesn’t hand it in before June 4,
could be liable to prosecution, for which there is a five year
mandatory prison sentence.
Inspector Mick Robson, of Cleveland Police Firearms
Operations, said: “I would encourage anyone possessing an
Olympic .380 starter’s pistol to hand it in during the amnesty.
Cleveland Police will not tolerate criminal use of firearms and
will act on any intelligence provided by the public.”

Trot on
Horse riding is a great
activity for people of all
ages – and helps keep
you fit and healthy.
However, safety is
paramount and a handy
leaflet, supported
by Stockton Local
Safeguarding Children
Board, explains how
to stay safe and be a
responsible rider.

Tips include:
• Think about the safety of
others and don’t ride in
areas such as walkways
or play areas
• Horses can leave deep
holes, causing trip
hazards with churned
up grass and hollows
• Learn to ride with a
reputable riding school
• Wear an ASTMapproved riding
helmet
• Leave a map of your
route when riding
out on a trail and
your approximate
time of return
Jane Humphreys,
Chair of Stockton
Local Safeguarding
Children Board,
said: “Safeguarding

children is generally seen
as preventing neglect and
abuse, which everyone
is responsible for, but it’s
also about encouraging
children and families to take
responsible, preventable risks
and being aware of how to
protect themselves.”
Collect a copy at the
Environment Centre in
Municipal Buildings or by
calling (01642) 526575.

You
can hand
Olympic .380
BBM firearms
in to Stockton,
Hartlepool,
Redcar and
Middlesbrough
main Police stations.
Anyone with information concerning
the criminal possession or use of any
firearms should contact their local Police in
confidence or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Don’t get personal
The phone rings, so you
pick it up, expecting a
legitimate caller.
But we all should be aware
some calls are scams.
Recently, one resident
received a call and was asked
for personal details. The
caller claimed to be from
a Government department
and asked for the resident’s
name, address and telephone
number, offering to put the
resident onto a register to
prevent cold callers for a fee
of £12.
To reduce or prevent
unsolicited telephone calls
and mail, choosing free
official services is the best
option.
• The mail preference
service: to register, visit
mpsonline.org.uk or call
0845 703 4599
• The telephone preference
service: to register, visit
www.tpsonline.org.uk or
call 0845 070 0707
You should never give out
personal information to
unsolicited callers or visitors
to your home.
Stockton Council operates
a number of No Cold
Calling Zones. Supported
by Cleveland Police and
Neighbourhood Watch,

these zones help reduce the
number of bogus callers,
distraction burglaries and
rogue traders. For details see
www.tradingstandards.gov.
uk/stockton
If you’ve been scam victim,
you can report the incident
to Consumer Direct on
08454 040506, or contact
Stockton Council’s Trading
Standards on (01642) 527939,
email trading.standards@
stockton.gov.uk or visit www.
tradingstandards.gov.uk/
stockton
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Real lives, real impact
Last year, the Council secured £700,000 of
Government funding to develop new ways of
tackling youth crime.
Working with Cleveland Police, Cornerhouse and Fabrick, the
Youth Crime Action Plan (YCAP) can look back on a successful
year.
After low-level anti social behaviour, ‘Katy’ attended a YCAPorganised Army Cadets Scheme and joined a girls group at
the Corner House Youth Project. Now, she represents young
people on the Corner House management committee, is
involved in the NHS Your Welcome programme and is joining
the Central Area Youth Shadow Board.
  
Arrested with three friends fleeing a stolen car in February
2009, ‘Ben’ received an 18 month Community Rehabilitation
Order supervised by Stockton Youth Offending Service. Under
his Court Order, he attended a YCAP-funded Friday evening
cycle scheme, helping rebuild bikes for use in Africa. All
who worked with ‘Ben’ identified him as the outstanding
person on the course and an award in January marked his
achievement.

Other successful YCAP schemes include:
Family Intervention Programmes – social housing partner
Fabrick provides intensive support to families struggling
to meet their responsibilities, including advice on finances,
parenting and even making sure children attend school.
Engaging with young people – around 400 young people
attend monthly Beat the Boredom events at ARC, run with
Tfm. A Beat the Boredom dance troop will provide accredited
opportunities for young people to train as streetdancers.
Operation Stay Safe – one of the most important parts of
YCAP. Police night patrols remove young people from the
streets, keeping them safe until their parents take them home.
Terry continued: “YCAP is an investment in the future. These
events keep young people occupied before they get involved
in crime, remove them from potentially dangerous situations
and pay back the community. We prevent them from entering
the criminal justice system and beginning what can become
lifetime’s offending.”

Integrated Youth Support Service Manager Terry Frank said:
“These stories show what YCAP is all about – finding new
ways to tackle offending and reduce crime.
“We do this by providing interesting activities, keeping
vulnerable children safe but also punishing where needed.
“Our community reparation scheme has seen young people
work on bicycles, paint fences and tend gardens. For some, it’s
the first time they’ve really achieved anything or had positive
feedback. It’s a punishment, but one they learn from.”

A young person working on a bicycle

One call – one chance – one life
Everyone should have
the right to make their
own choices in life and
be free from violence
and intimidation.
However, forced marriages
and ‘honour-based’ violence
exists where women
are denied the right to
exercise choice over their
own lives. Incidents may
go unreported because
pressure from friends and
family means victims feel
they have nowhere to turn.
Help is at hand 24 hours
a day. Calls can be made
to one of the Choice team

– all totally confidential.
The team has a wealth of
experience and deals with
all calls in a sensitive and
professional manner.
Don’t wait to report
a forced marriage, or
someone being taken
abroad to be married, do it
now – call 0800 5 999 365.
If you would like to
know more about Forced
Marriages and ‘Honour
Based’ Violence training,
call Soraya Azam on (01642)
306774 or email Soraya.
azam@cleveland.pnn.police.
uk
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POLICE BEAT
Crime going downhill
in Stockton
Crime figures for Stockton district for the
financial year ending 31 March 2010 are pleasing
and show improvement on last year’s figures.
Since the end of November, Stockton has seen 479
less victims of crime compared to the same period the
previous year – just short of 120 less victims of crime per
month.
Overall, there has been a 17.9 per cent reduction in crime
in the Borough, which equates to 2,584 less victims of
crime.
Some particular examples include:
•
House burglary was reduced by 20 per cent,
representing 155 less victims of this invasive crime.
•

Criminal damage was reduced by 21 per cent – in
effect 767 less victims in this category.

•

‘Other theft’ was reduced by 20.6 per cent, 778 less
victims of crime.

•

Robbery was reduced by 50 per cent, halving last
year’s figures and reducing by 54 the number victims
of this type of crime.

•

The district again saw huge successes in vehicle crime;
starting from relatively low numbers last year, vehicle
crime still managed a reduction of just over 21 per
cent; 229 less victims of crime.

•

Finally, in relation to performance, the district
achieved a detection improvement rate of 42.2 per
cent in all but one of the 13 crime categories.

Detective Chief Inspector Derek Carter, Crime Manager
at Stockton District, said: “I am very proud of this district
and have been since I joined over four years ago. We are
a motivated and determined district who take pride in our
achievements and work extremely well with our partners.
“Though we have worked hard to reduce crime in the
area, we are not complacent and are determined to
carry on the good work, along with partner agencies,
to improve on the current figures and make Stockton a
better area for those who live here, work here or want to
visit.”

Stockton’s Police Cadets
Shine Against Crime!
It was smiling faces all
round at this year’s 10th
Crimebeat Youth Against
Crime award ceremony
at Police HQ in March,
as Stockton’s Police
Cadets took joint first
prize with Redcar and
Cleveland and scooped
a whopping £750 to
develop their innovative
project, named TEAM.
The scheme is for 10 -18 year
olds who have been involved
in a project which has made
their community safer. Run
by Cleveland Police, it’s
sponsored by Safe in Tees
Valley, Tees Components,
Fairfield Industries and K Home
Engineering.
Six groups from across the Tees
Valley presented their projects
to a panel of top judges,
including Chief Constable, Sean
Price; High Sheriff, Francesca
Horsfield; High Sheriff,
Richard Compton;
and sponsors John
Bentley and Dr
Tony Gillham from
Safe in Tees Valley.
The Cadets’
winning
project
– TEAM
– stands
for Tees
Emergency
Access
Mapping and

is about accessing parts of
the River Tees in emergency
situations.
Battlling the wind and rain,
the Cadets ventured onto the
river by boat and by foot to
plot route plans alongside
it. The idea was a great help
to the emergency services by
identifying the quickest route
to specific points on the river.
The Cadets also highlighted
spots of anti-social behaviour,
and potential fatality
situations.
Stockton Police Cadets’ Coordinator, Geoff Peacock,
said: “The project is a shining
example of how the Cadets
have used their teamwork
and problem solving skills
to develop a tool that can
benefit the wider community
significantly.
“I am very proud of their
achievement.”
The joint winning
entries will both be
entered into the
National Crimebeat
Competition, which
takes place in
London in
September,
for another
chance to
win £1,000.
Pictured
are Police
Cadets Stuart
Copeland and
Helen Dobson

The Junior Neighbourhood Watch Team came in third and
won a fantastic £250 for their ‘snapshot’ project, showcasing
everything the group has learnt over the past year, from fire
safety to recycling and anti social behaviour.

Contact your Neighbourhood Police Officer
on (01642) 302930
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Children and Young People

Help keep our children safe
Keeping our children
safe in Stockton is
paramount and if you
live in the Borough
and are interested in
the welfare of children
and young people,
Stockton-on-Tees
Safeguarding Children
Board would like to
hear from you.
Committed to safeguarding
and promoting the welfare
of children and young
people, the Board brings
together the Council,
police, health, schools
and other organisations
working with children or
with a statutory duty for
their welfare. The Board
holds these organisations
to account for the way
they work, together and
individually, to safeguard
and promote children’s
welfare.
Its work takes in accidents,
crime, bullying and
deliberate abuse and
neglect of children.
With its member
organisations,
it would like
to open up
its work
to wider
public
scrutiny
by

appointing two lay
members who can provide
a strong community voice.
Jane Humphrey’s, chair of
the Local Safeguarding
Children’s Board (pictured),
said: “We are asking those
who are interested to
come forward. Each lay
member will be asked to
attend alternate monthly
meetings (on the third
Thursday afternoon of
the month), along with
other meetings and
events. The minimum time
commitment is six half days
a year and expenses are
paid.”
Applicants will be subject
to an interview and
enhanced Criminal Records
Bureau check and should
not work for any of the
organisations represented
on the Board.
If you are interested
please call Pauline Beall on
(01642) 527632 or email
slscb@stockton.gov.uk for
an application pack.

An award from the Sheriff
Emma Wood and Zoe Harding receive the award on behalf of Stockton’s
YIAG with Chairman of the Durham Agency Against Crime, Robin
Greenwell (left) and Alasdair MacConachie OBE (right).

A group of young people from Stockton were
honoured by the High Sheriff of Durham for
the second year in a row for their outstanding
community work.
The young people from Stockton’s Youth Independent
Advisory Group (YIAG) received the award from Alasdair
MacConachie OBE, at Durham Castle, for planning and
participating in a Youth Prevent conference to raise awareness
of terrorism and radicalisation.
Hosted by Cleveland Police and councils across the Tees Valley,
the conference saw the YIAG get involved in the organisation
of the event and take a hands-on approach running
workshops on the day.
The Shrievalty awards are given to young people to honour
their bravery, determination and work in their communities.
YIAG chair Becki Fox said: “The YIAG is special because we
prove that young people can, and are, willing to work with
the police to make our area a better place.
“We tried really hard to make sure the Youth Prevent
conference was both interesting and informative. We wanted
to provide a safe place for young people to come and talk
about the issues which concern them – and we achieved this.”

Protecting children
If you are an adult and have
worries about a child you
think may be being abused
or neglected, the NSPCC
(National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Children) offers a 24-hour
help service. Experienced
advisers take calls from
people with many different
circumstances, including
parents who feel they are
unable to cope. Last year,
advisers counselled more
than 29,000 callers with

worries about a child’s safety
or wellbeing.
You can call the NSPCC
Helpline 365 days a year, day
or night, on 0808-800-5000 or
email help@nspcc.org.uk
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Pupils take the ‘elm in experiment
Youngsters at St Mark’s Elm Tree
Primary School got their hands dirty in
an experiment to help scientists unlock
a horticultural mystery.
The school in Fairfield, Stockton, was one of
the first 250 in the country to take part in the
Conservation Foundation’s Great British Elm
Experiment.

The Year 7 admission
number at All Saints
Church of England School
is to increase by 20 pupils
a year over the next five
years. This means the
school’s capacity will
increase from 600 to 700
by 2015.

The experiment will see successive generations
of pupils monitor and care for an elm –
watching it grow from a sapling to a mature
tree.
The Conservation Foundation is running
the experiment to find out why some trees
survived Dutch elm disease, which killed 25
million elm trees from the 1960s onwards.

Take one!
Budding local film
makers are making two
short films, thanks to
funding from First Light
Movies – a charity which
helps young people
realise their potential
via film.
Working with Stockton
Council’s Arts Development
Team, the young people
aged 11-18 have come up
with the ideas and scripts.
They will be taking part in
workshops, working with
professional film makers to
learn new skills both in front
of and behind the camera,
and shooting on location
around the Borough during
the summer holidays.
Primary school were set the task of designing a road sign
to remind drivers approaching their school to look out for
pedestrians in Butt’s Lane, Egglescliffe Village. Part of a
wider road safety campaign, the competition also encouraged
parents to walk, rather than drive their children to school.
Winners Ella-Joy Hunton (pictured left) and Maisie Hurt (right)
will now see their designs made into road signs and displayed
outside their school.

More Ingleby
Barwick
school places
on the way
More young people
in Ingleby Barwick
will soon be able to
attend their local
school.

And a special guest was on hand to start
the project. World famous botanist, David
Bellamy OBE (pictured), a founder of the
Conservation Foundation, who is running the
experiment, visited the school to talk to pupils
about the project and help them plant the
sapling.

Sign designers: Budding designers from Egglescliffe
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Young people can still join
in the Spark Films project –
if you’re interested in film
making and aged between
11 and 18, call Rachel Willis
on (01642) 526466 or email
rachel.willis@stockton.gov.uk

Whinstone Primary School
is also expanding, with
reception places available
increasing from 78 to
90. Over the summer,
building work will take
place on the Early Years
unit to accommodate the
extra pupils, with further
work planned across
other areas of the school
during the next academic
year.
The Council has worked
hard to find the money
to pay for the additional
places and will continue
to seek Government
funding – through
Building Schools for
the Future or any other
future form of investment
programme – to further
increase the capacity of
All Saints.
Headteacher of All Saints
School, Kevin Mann, said:
“This is fantastic news.
I’m looking forward
to seeing our school
community grow and
I’m pleased we’ll now be
able to offer more young
people the opportunity to
learn at All Saints.”
The increase in admission
numbers for both
schools takes effect this
September.
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Doors open at Layfield A ‘song and dance’
and flexible nursery provision
A spring-inspired
celebration marked
the opening of a new
£1 million eco-friendly
children's centre and
foundation stage unit in
Yarm.
Friends and special guests,
including Dame Tanni Grey
Thompson DBE (pictured),
joined Layfield Primary
School pupils and staff to
officially open the unusual
curved building.
Stockton Council’s technical
services team designed the
building in partnership with
Devereux Architects and civil
and structural engineers
Billinghurst George and
Partners. Local company
Morgan Ashurst began
construction last summer.
The children's centre and
foundation stage unit will
provide excellent facilities,
such as high quality childcare

to support families in Yarm.

Headteacher Hazel Ducker
said: "This is a new
beginning for Layfield. It
has been so exciting to see
this project come to fruition
and the staff and pupils are
delighted with the result.

over new buildings

Jane Humphreys, Stockton
Council’s Corporate Director
for Children, Education and
Social Care, said: “Staff
across the Council worked
closely with the school and
contractors to bring this
exciting project to life.
“I am sure the new building
will be loved by those who
use it and the services on
offer will be a real boost for
local children and families.”
The project is funded
through Stockton Council's
Capital Building Programme,
SureStart's Children's Centre
Capital Programme and the
school's own budget.

Pupils from The Links with Devereux Architect’s Phil Newbold; Rok’s
Ken Mirley and Angela Puddick, Head Teacher at The Links.

Pupils at The Links
Primary School,
Eaglescliffe, have
celebrated the end of
building work which
has seen old classrooms
upgraded and a new
early years unit, toilets
and outdoor play area
added.
The event included
performances of buildingthemed songs by the Links
Choir – all wearing hard
hats – and routines by the
Friday Dance Club.

Dame Tanni Grey Thompson with pupils of Layfield Primary

The works were carried out
by Tees Valley builder Rok,
working with the Council’s
Technical Services and
their partners Devereux
Architects, BGP Structural
Engineers and WYG
Mechanical and Electrical
Engineers.
The Links Headteacher
Angela Puddick said: “It
was a great evening for
children, parents, teachers,
architects, builders and the
community – all celebrating
an improved school. Thank
you so much to everyone
who was part of this
project.”

On the way to a new primary school ‘Outstanding’
A brand new £3.5m
community primary
school is to replace two
Billingham schools.
The Council has welcomed
a recent decision by an
independent adjudicator
to close Bewley Infant and
Junior Schools and create a
new school on the existing
Infant school site on Low
Grange Avenue.
In her report, independent
adjudicator Janet

Mokades concluded: “The
amalgamated site is large
enough for any potential
disruption from building
work to be minimised,”
adding “both the children
and wider community will
benefit from new buildings
and additional facilities”.
The Council will use Primary
Capital Programme funding
– a multi-million pound
Government initiative to
improve primary school
buildings – to create a

significantly upgraded school,
due to open in September
2011.
Local residents will be
consulted about the design
of the new building as part
of the planning process.
To find out more, visit www.
stockton.gov.uk write to John
Hegarty, BSF Team, First Floor,
Bayheath House, Stocktonon-Tees, TS18 1DF or email
john.hegarty@stockton.gov.
uk

schools

Three Stockton Primary School
headteachers were honoured
at a recent celebration of
outstanding achievement in
Birmingham. Angela Puddick
from The Links Primary,
Eaglescliffe, Peggy Swinhoe
from St Patrick’s Primary,
Thornaby, and Dorothy Begley
from Myton Park Primary,
Ingleby Barwick, attended the
ceremony for schools which
have achieved three or more
‘Outstanding in All Areas’
in reports by Ofsted school
inspectors.
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New occupiers Reducing the risk
Trinity Gardens was
the venue for around
300 young people aged
11-24 years to try their
hand at a range of fun
activities with a message
– reducing the risk of
taking part in activities
such as smoking,
drinking alcohol and
unsafe sexual behaviour.
Experts offered tips and
guidance on issues such as
sexual and mental health,
alcohol, drug misuse,

exercise, smoking and
finance.

The event, organised in
April by Stockton Children’s
Trust Board, was run jointly
with organisations such
as Cleveland Fire Service,
Brook, A Way Out, Chlamydia
Screening Programme, the
Infinity Project and others.
Many attending won
fantastic prizes including a
Nintendo Wii provided by
Tees Credit Union, and a
signed Boro shirt, courtesy of
Middlesbrough Football Club.

Rob Gildersleeve from Wellington Square and Tracey Hamilton from Eastern
Ravens Trust.

Local children’s charity,
Eastern Ravens Trust,
have a new town
centre base, thanks
to management at
Stockton’s Wellington
Square and Stockton
Council.
Eastern Ravens Trust supports
children and young people
who act as young carers for

family members who may
have mental health issues,
physical disabilities, illness or
addiction.
They will use a vacant shop
unit as a drop-in point
offering information and
advice to young carers and
families in the Borough.
It will open, initially for
12 months, Mondays to
Saturdays from 9am – 5pm.

Some artwork produced by young people attending the event

Ideas for schools of the future take shape
Three private sector organisations
are rapidly developing their ideas
for Stockton’s Building Schools for
the Future (BSF) programme.

proposals for each school is at www.
stockton.gov.uk/bsf or you can email
bsf@stockton.gov.uk or contact BSF
Communications Officer, Kirsty Watt on
(01642) 524525.

by Stockton College Consortium and
Stockton Council, will replace Blakeston
School Community Sports College and
The Norton School Humanities College
when they close at the end of August.

BAM Construct UK Ltd, Environments of
Learning and Shepherd are all bidding
for the £180 million contract to design,
build and maintain twelve of the
Borough’s schools.

Meanwhile, the establishment of two
new academies in the Borough are both
on course for a September opening.

This Academy, specialising in science
with a strong health, well-being and
sport theme, will open on the existing
Blakeston School site this September.
A new building will be constructed
on a site off Norton Road through
the Building Schools for the Future
programme, where all the Academy’s
pupils will move in September 2013.

In June, the Council will evaluate the
bidders’ ideas for the next stage of the
procurement process.
The Selected Bidder is expected to be
approved towards the end of the year
with construction expected to start
on the first two schools, Bishopsgarth
School and Ian Ramsey Church of
England School in June 2011.
Further information about the BSF

Thornaby Academy, sponsored by
Teesside University and co-sponsored
by Stockton College Consortium and
Stockton Council, will open in the
existing Thornaby Community School
this September.
It will then move to a new building
constructed on the same site through
the BSF programme in September 2013.
North Shore Health Academy, sponsored
by NHS Stockton and co-sponsored

If you have any questions about either
of the Academies, you can contact the
Academies’ Trusts by emailing info@
thornabyacademy.org.uk (for Thornaby
Academy), info@stocktonacademy.org.
uk (for North Shore Health Academy) or
calling (01642) 345671.
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Putting pen to paper Going underground
More than 100 pupils from eight primary schools
in the Tees Valley took part in a fascinating project
to explore abandoned quarries, with the help of
professional artists and local wildlife and history
specialists, through Tees Valley Arts.
The pupils visited local quarries such as Quarry Wood in
Preston Park and Gravel Hole, Norton, to learn how quarries
are formed, how stone is used and about wildlife living. The
visits linked drama, printing, sculpture, creative writing and
photography with geography, science and local history.
Natural England funded the £25,000 project through Defra’s
Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund.

Katie Mowbray, 9, from St John the Baptist CE School carrying out her
audit.

Pupils across the
Borough had their
thinking-caps on as they
took writing beyond the
classroom to celebrate
‘Everybody Writes’ day.
Eight primary and six
secondary schools were
involved in the activities
designed to inspire and instill
a love of writing in young
people.
And a range of unusual
projects kickstarted the
activities to get the prose
flowing.
Twenty students aged
10-18 from across the
Borough became budding
journalists. Half went out
into the community as
roving reporters while half
held the fort at the ‘HUB’,
an impromptu newsroom
created especially for the day.

Reporters sent live news from
their patches to the HUB
using outdoor broadcasting
equipment and cameras.
At the end of the day, they
had a newsletter and an
interactive Wikispace on the
internet to share Stockton’s
celebration of writing
across schools and the local
community.
Younger children also got
into the spirit of the day
with many primary schools
involved in their own
projects.
Year Four pupils at St John
the Baptist CE School,
Ragworth, were shocked to
arrive at school one morning
and find rubbish dumped in
the grounds. They took the
opportunity to investigate
the fly-tipped rubbish,
carrying out a survey and
then wrote to the Council’s
recycling team to ask them to
come and remove it.

Steve Ashton of Tees Valley Wildlife Trust shows pupils from The Links
Primary School, Eaglescliffe, wildlife found in disused quarries.

Parlez-vous Francais?
‘Bonjour’ is becoming
a familiar greeting in
two local schools – as
both won first prize in
a national competition
during French Language
Week.
Tilery Primary, Stockton,
scooped first prize for
the Year 3/4 category and
Frederick Nattrass Primary
School, Norton won the Year
Five category.
Pupils submitted artistic and
written work inspired by
ten French words, selected
specially by the French
Ministry of Culture.
For pupils James Bryson,
Toni Canham, Alseny Jalloh

Budding journalists at the Hub

and Olivia Peebles from
Tilery Primary and Jasmine
Hodgson, Jade Murphy,
Matthew Moody and Josh
Smith from Frederick Nattrass
School, it meant both a trip
to London to receive their
awards and a three-day, all
expenses paid, trip to Paris in
the summer.
John Repton, Headteacher
of Tilery Primary, said: “We
enjoyed taking part and were
thrilled with every part of the
visit to London.”
Frederick Nattrass
Headteacher Caroline Reed
agreed: “This is a fantastic
success for our school and
especially for the children
involved as they’ve only been
studying the language since
last September. “
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Ideas for over 50s?

Shower power
Pat and Norman
Milburn, from
Billingham, are
delighted with their
new shower – a special
‘level-entry’ model at
floor level, with no
need to step into a
shower tray.
They are the 1,000th
customer to receive one of
this type.

John Green, left, receives his award from Paul Thompson, GB Senior
Lightweight Rowing Coach

Last year Stockton Council and NHS Stockton-onTees funded a number of projects to help over 50s
enjoy the outdoors, get fit and meet new people.
As Stockton News went to print the Council’s Leisure & Sports
Development team were considering this year’s funding bids
for courses starting in the summer.
Last year, successfully funded projects included a sensory
garden, gardening courses, rowing, running, bowling,
croquet, mobility walks, short walks and themed scenic walks.
One coach who has received national recognition for his work
with the over 50s is John Green (pictured).
He was named Development Coach of the Year in the
British Rowing Coach Awards for all his work in providing
opportunities for new groups of people to get involved in
rowing.
To enquire about existing courses for the over 50s or to find
out about courses starting in the summer call Andrea Hogg on
(01642) 524598 or email andrea.hogg@stockton.gov.uk

Bus pass changes
Government rule changes mean the qualifying age
for concessionary bus basses is rising in stages to 65,
introduced both for men and women up to 2020. A
leaflet containing details of the changes is available in
main Council offices and libraries or from www.stockton.
gov.uk/buspasschange If you are a Stockton pass-holder
aged over 60, you are not affected by the changes and
can continue to travel free locally at any time. The Tees
Valley councils and bus operators have agreed to continue
this important local benefit of the English National
Concessionary Travel Scheme for another year. For more
information, call Stockton Council on (01642) 528499.

Pat said: “My ill health last
year made it difficult even
to use my specially adapted
bath but this is great
and it gives me so much
more independence. It’s
wonderful!”

– a level-entry shower, stair
lift, access ramp or even a
ground floor bedroom or
bathroom extension, for
example.
A member of the
Occupational Therapy
team would assess your
needs, then make a
recommendation to the
Private Sector Housing
team about the adaptations
required.
To find out more, call
the First Contact Unit on
(01642) 527764.

Stockton Council’s Private
Housing Division helped the
couple by providing and
installing the shower.
If you are disabled or
elderly, you may be entitled
to financial assistance
to help with the cost of
adaptations to your home

Safeguarding Adults in Stockton
Safeguarding Adults
is an important
part of partnership
working across key
agencies and staff
here in Stockton from
statutory, voluntary and
independent agencies
who work within the
Tees-wide Safeguarding
Adults Inter-agency
Policy, Procedure and
Practice Guidance.
The purpose of the policy
guidance is to assist staff
of all agencies in working
together to identify and
support adults who may be
vulnerable to abuse and/
or mistreatment. We have
updated our information
to the public and we are
currently ensuring this is
widely disseminated across
the Borough.

A more detailed article will
be published in the next
edition of Stockton News
giving more details, but if
you are concerned about a
vulnerable adult who you
believe is being harmed
physically, emotionally,
sexually, financially or is
being neglected and is at risk
of harm please contact
First Contact Unit – The
Advice Centre, Bath Lane,
Stockton telephone 01642
527764 Minicom (01642)
415017
Out of Hours contact the
Emergency Telephone Line
telephone 08702 402994
Minicom (01642) 602346
Cleveland Police emergency
line telephone (01642)
326326 and Minicom (01642)
300381
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A DAY
IN THE

LIFE
CHRIS VIPOND

Chris Vipond, 47, wears
two very different hats
in her busy working life
at Stockton Council Tees
Achieve.
Half of Chris’s week is spent
as a supporting learners and
the other half she is out

The busiest time of the year
for Chris is at the course
enrolment stage when she
looks at applications to see
what help she can offer.
As everyone is different,
personal needs can be very
different. Where people
don’t specify any extra
support, Chris can always
help at a later stage if
required.

employment. Other projects
include helping 16-19
year olds who are not in
education, employment or
training to get on the right
path for a positive future.

She said: “I try and ensure
people get what they need
to make their learning
experience very positive and
help them to achieve. It
could be arranging special
cookery utensils for someone
with arthritis or something as
simple as ensuring someone
with visual impairment
or hearing difficulties, is
positioned in the classroom

All of this is a far cry
from when Chris first
joined Stockton Council
14 years ago, as an admin
assistant. Since then, she
has undertaken a great deal
of training to enable her to
offer maximum support to
all learners.

“I try and ensure people get
what they need to make
their learning experience
very positive and help them
to achieve.”
working in the community.
What do these roles involve?
When supporting learners,
Chris will liaise closely with
adult learners who may
have additional needs to
reach their full potential
and personal goals. This
involves working with adults
who want to learn for
pleasure and those who are
training to help them into
employment.
Individual needs can vary
enormously and Chris
arranges a vast amount of
different support to help
people. For example, it could
be organising equipment
such as specially adapted
computer programmes, or
individual extra tutors for
one-to-one support.

where it’s most helpful to
them.”
It’s certainly not a nine-tofive job, as adult education
evening class courses mean
Chris often works unsociable
hours.
In the other half
of her job, Chris
is involved in a
Neighbourhood
Learning Project
in several areas
of Stockton,
promoting
free courses
to help
people
into

Chris said: “There’s a certain
amount of juggling the two
jobs and two days are never
the same, which makes it so
interesting and challenging.”

Clearly dedicated
to her job, and
very modest
with it, Chris
has won a
Customer
Service
award
for her
work.
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In her spare time, Chris,
husband Gary and her sons
Joe, 21, and Daniel, 18,
have two passions in life –
everything Italian and their
beloved Middlesbrough
Football Club. You could
say they are all smitten with
meatballs and football!
If you are interested in
learning about courses,
whether for pleasure or
future employment, talk
to Chris on (01642) 527910
or email her at christine.
vipond@stockton.gov.uk –
she’ll be more than happy to
help.
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We want your views on Fair
Access to Care Services
The way decisions are made about who should receive care services may be changing.
A wide-ranging consultation begins on June 1 to gather views, not only from those receiving
adult social services but from all residents. We would like your views by Friday 27 August.

What happens currently
•

Everyone who applies to receive adult social care
services has their individual circumstances considered,
using Government guidance about eligibility.

•

Stockton Council assess whether the person is able to
live safely and independently at home. Their level of
need is placed in one of four bands: Low, Moderate,
Substantial, or Critical.

•

In Stockton, we provide social care for people with
Moderate, Substantial, or Critical needs. People with
Low needs receive information and advice about where
to receive support.

•

A range of social services for adults with assessed
needs are provided either direct by the Council, by an
independent organisation, or by providing money to
the person to help them pay for services they need.

What the changes would mean
•

We are thinking about changing the rules so, in the
future, people with the greatest needs would receive
the most help. This means we would only provide care
services to those with Substantial and Critical needs.

•

Those with needs in the Low and Moderate bands
would be directed to other community services – for
example, voluntary groups, carer groups, luncheon and
friendship groups.

•

This means we could provide funding to help these
community services for Stockton Borough residents.

•

If you are already receiving help we would look
carefully at your situation. We would not withdraw
services unless it was safe to do so.

How you can have your say
We have sent a survey to all residents currently receiving
services. We would also like to receive the views of
other residents about the proposed changes and what
you would like to see if the change did go ahead
(for example, help with shopping, social activities, or
getting to appointments).

You can have your say in a number of ways:
•

For information on the consultation visit:
www.stockton.gov.uk/fairaccesstocare

•

Write to: Fair Access to Care Services Consultation
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council
Children, Education & Social Care
FREEPOST NEA5939
PO BOX 228
Municipal Buildings
Church Road
STOCKTON-ON-TEES
TS18 1XE

•

Email:  fairaccesstocare@stockton.gov.uk

•

Call the consultation helpline: 01642 524700.

•

Come along to a public meeting:
Stockton Parish Church Hall, Stockton High Street,
14 June, 1–3pm and 5-7pm
New Life Resource Centre, Low Grange Avenue,
Billingham, 15 June, 1-3pm and 5-7pm
Stockton Riverside College, Harvard Avenue,
Thornaby, 29 June, 1-3pm and 5-7pm

Anyone with access or language needs who wishes to
attend a public meeting should contact the consultation
helpline.

Stockton
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Sailors keep their feet dry
Boaters at the River Tees
Watersports Centre,
Stockton, can now
launch and recover their
boats in greater safety –
and keep their feet dry,
thanks to support from
local businesses.
Lionwel Kennedy Flooring
Ltd, John B Smith Ltd and
Hathaway & Hoyle provided
materials and assistance to
help Tees Barrage Upstream
Sailing Association (TBUSA)
members and other boaters
to refurbish and install a
walkway alongside the
Centre’s slipway.
TBUSA is a member of the
River User Group, run by

Stockton Council, to bring
together organisations which
manage the river and use
or otherwise enjoy it. It
encourages safe, sustainable
river use for leisure purposes,
creating greater access for
all.
Tony Campbell, TBUSA
Secretary, said: “We wanted
to improve the facilities for
all the Centre’s users as a
part of the drive to increase
activity on the river for
recreation.”
If you are interested in sailing
on the Tees, contact Tony
Campbell on (01642) 551474,
email sail@tbusa.org.uk or
visit www.tbusa.org.uk

Progress at Park project
The first phases of Preston
Hall Museum and Park’s £7
million redevelopment are well
underway with visitors able to
make the most of new shops on
the popular Victorian Street.

Walker, traded as a chemist in
Stockton’s High Street from 1819 and
invented the friction match in 1826.
Visitors will be able to browse around
the shop and learn how the chemist
made a discovery which changed
history.

The street has three new businesses
- Lamb’s Toy Shop, Manship & Galvin,
Violinmakers and J Walker, Chemist &
Druggist.

Costumed interpreters employed
through the Future Jobs Fund (see
page 6 for more details) will bring the
shops and street to life.

The famous son of Stockton, John

Improvements to the Victorian Street

are just a small part of the ambitious
development and renovation
programme for the Hall and Museum
funded by Stockton Council and The
Heritage Lottery Fund.
In addition to regular exhibitions and
activities, visitors this summer will see:
•
•
•
•
•

A new collections building, housing
many treasures from Stockton’s
museums collection
A craft resource workshop,
promoting courses and training in
traditional crafts
Updated toilet facilities in both
Hall and Park
Improved access through the Park,
including a new river pathway
Better drainage, including the main
events field

The Council has also improved traffic
access to and from the Park at Yarm
Road.
The next phase of the redevelopment
is due to begin at the end of this year
and will see restoration of the main
Hall, improved visitor facilities and the
re-display of the museum collection.

David Casey dresses as John Walker in the chemist shop at Preston Hall Museum.

Preston Hall Museum is open Tuesday
to Sunday from 10am until 4.30pm.
Call (01642) 527375.
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Get wild and wet
in the water

The Triathlon returns!

Sunday 22 August certainly won’t be a day
of rest in Stockton as the Triathlon returns to
challenge all fitness levels
•
•
•

Mini Triathlon – a 260m swim at Splash,
followed by a 13km cycle race and
ending with a 3km run
Sprint Triathlon - 750m swim, 24km cycle
ride, 5km run
Standard Triathlon - 1500m swim, 40km
cycle ride, 10km run

For information and entry rates, visit www.
trihard.co.uk or call 0845 394 3915.

Saltholme
visitors soar
Saltholme nature
reserve’s original
forecast of 35,000
visitors in its first
year has smashed
predictions as more
than 100,000 enjoyed
its wildlife and
discovery park – almost
20,000 of them from
outside the area.
Julia Frater, of
visitTeesvalley, said
Saltholme’s success had
boosted the whole Tees
Valley: “Attractions such at
the Transporter Bridge and
Tees Mouth Nature Reserve
at Seal Sands are just two
to see a significant rise in
visitors as a direct result.”

BBC Tees’ Diane Youdale launching the Rat Race

The Take to the Tees festival returns
this year from August 22–29 and will
include a whole host of water sports
and fun for all the family including a
return of the popular Triathlon and the
new and unique River Rat Race. And
if you fancy taking part in some of the
challenges, now’s the time to register.
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Join the Rat Race

Stockton is proud to be hosting the North
East’s only Rat Race event in the national
calendar of eight urban adventures.
Taking in the clean water and landscape of
the River Tees, the River Rat Race takes place
on 29 August and includes kayaking, crossing
the Infinity Bridge (the hard way!), climbing
Newport Bridge, swimming across the Tees
and possibly walking the plank for a dunking!

The £7 million reserve
opened in January 2009
with investment from
One North East, Teesside
Environmental Trust and
RSPB.

No experience is necessary and the £35 entry
fee includes all equipment, a T-shirt and
£10 voucher for Rat Race Store. Tees Valley
residents can get a £6 entry fee discount by
quoting ‘stock6’ when entering online.
Stockton Council is hosting the event
in partnership with Tees Active, British
Waterways and NHS Stockton-on-Tees.
Visit www.ratraceadventure.com/riverratrace
for information or to register for the River
Rat Race.

Do something different
For great ideas for places to visit,
eat, shop and more, look no further
than Visit Tees Valley’s website www.
visitteesvalley.co.uk
And while you browse, why not sign up for
a Happening Pass, giving you access to great
offers and discounts for days out, meals,
activities and events. Signing up means you’ll

be the first to hear about events across the
region and have the chance to enter fantastic
competitions.
When you register, you’ll be asked to choose
one of four types of shoes which represents
your personality most – a clown shoe, flipper,
stiletto or walking boot – and this will be the
shape of the pass you receive in the post.
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New information
location

Stockton Tourist Information has moved from the Central Library to The Shambles, Stockton
High Street. The new central location is a handy place to pick up information and advice
about things going on in the Borough and further afield. Open Monday to Saturday,
9am–5pm, staff offer a wealth of information on local events, concerts and theatre bookings
through Ticketmaster, advice on holidays and national accommodation, with a 24-hour
booking service and much more. There’s also a range of souvenirs, books and cards for sale.
To contact the Tourist Information Centre call (01642) 528130 or email touristinformation@
stockton.gov.uk

Fabulous festival

On the crest
of a wave
Hartlepool will be centre
stage when it hosts the
The Tall Ships Races
2010.
Between 60 and 100 ships
are expected in Hartlepool
on Saturday, 7 August after
sailing from Kristiansand in
Norway in the second and
final race. They will stay
until Tuesday 10 August
when they bid a grand
farewell in an impressive
Parade of Sail.
The event includes live music,
a crew parade, firework
displays over three evenings,
street theatre, a World
Village Market and other
attractions.
You can pre-book Park and
Ride and blue badge places
online now at a discounted
price of £7.50 per day
(normally £10) and those
pre-booking will also receive
a £2 voucher off the Official
Guide. Park and Walk
cannot be pre-booked and
costs £10 per day.
For more information
or to pre-book parking
online visit www.
hartlepooltallships2010.
com For general Tall Ships
information call (01429)
523636 or email tallships@
hartlepool.gov.uk

Families had a brilliant time on
Stockton’s Riverside as they celebrated
the first anniversary of the opening of
the award winning Infinity Bridge.
The Borough’s iconic landmark was
transformed with spectacular lighting effects,
dominating Stockton’s skyline as slow, subtle

changes of colour swept across the structure,
punctuated with ripples of colour along the
bridge deck.
Local schools and community groups lead a
magical parade along the river using handcrafted lanterns, big and small, made of
willow, tissue and glue.

Picture courtesy of Sail Training
International
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All pupils, not just those receiving tuition with TVMS, can join
ensembles and achieve great things. Groups have performed
at the Theatre Royal in Newcastle and the Royal Albert Hall in
London.
Don’t just take our word for it. On their last inspection in
December 2009, the Federation of Music Services said: “The
Tees Valley Music Service provides a good service to young
people and schools and has a very good capacity to improve.”
Ian Short, Manager of the Service, said: “We are very proud of
the work we do with the young people in the Tees Valley area
and the findings of the FMS inspection were an endorsement
of the high standards we continuously strive for.”
The newest addition to the service is the ‘Sound Pod’, offering
a unique teaching experience for all ages and abilities where
you learn alongside bass players, guitarists, keyboard players
and drummers. Think ‘Guitar Hero’ but for real!

The new Sound Pod offers a unique way to teach music in groups

Now in its thirty sixth year, Tees Valley Music
Service (TVMS), based at Our Lady and St Bede’s
school in Stockton, offers musical tuition service
second to none across the Tees Valley, from skilled
practitioners.
60 teaching and 10 support staff offer musical instrument and
vocal tuition, to more than 5,900 pupils - taking them from
their very first steps in primary to secondary school into 6th
Form and from September 2009 beyond!

To find out more call (01642) 603600 or email TVMS@stockton.
gov.uk

STOP PRESS As Stockton News went to print a musical

battle was raging at Stockton’s Georgian Theatre. On 14
May, Tees Valley Music Service held its first ‘Battle of the
Bands’ competition, where young musicians across the
Tees Valley showcased their talents and win great prizes
for their schools, including a term’s tuition at Stockton’s
new ‘Sound Pod’ facility and a Boss BR1600 studio recorder.
Look out for the winners in the July edition!
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The Fab 50s!

Stockton Libraries’ visitors were transported back to the
fabulous fifties recently for an afternoon of pure nostalgia.
Lucy and Gillian (pictured left and right) from the History
Wardrobe used original clothes and accessories to present a
fantastic afternoon of fun and fashion. Stylish cuts, pretty
fabrics and glittering accessories were all on display.
• Stockton Central Library hosts Dressing Queen Victoria on
Thursday, 3 June at 2pm (tickets £3). For details call
(01642) 528079.

A diamond day!
There’s more than just reading going on in Stockton Libraries.
Harry and Hilda Barnes celebrated their Diamond Wedding
at Fairfield Library’s Monday Group. They cut their cake as
friends toasted them with ginger wine made by one of the
group. Library staff and group members presented them
with a tub of spring flowers along with a ‘This Is Your Life’
style book, compiled by librarian Sue Johnson, who also made
memento wedding favours.

Makeover for Ingleby Barwick library:

Visit the refurbished Ingleby Barwick Library and you’ll see
the additions including state-of-the-art self-service technology
which allows customers to check their own books in and out.
There’s a new entrance and revamped junior area with new
furniture to enhance the surroundings for book lovers.

Searching for the next Agatha Christie
A special ceremony honoured eight local young
crime writers at Norton Library.
The talented writers were short-listed from more than 40
entries written by budding ‘Agatha Christies’ in the National
Young Crime Writers’ Competition, run by the Crime Writers’
Association (CWA), which represents published crime writers
and libraries nationwide.
Run in libraries across the Tees Valley, the area competition
invited writers aged up to 18 to submit 1,000 words of
crime fiction. The standard of entries was very high with
imaginative flair and gripping plots.

Left to right: Caroline Brown, Sophie Todd, James Roachford, Adam Fenby,
Esme Montgomery, Jenni Buckingham, Olivia Adams and Emily Warr with
John Dean of the Crime Writers’ Association.

Congratulations go to James Roachford of Stockton, chosen as
the young writer to go up against 14 other regional winners
in the national final. The overall winner will be announced
during National Crime Fiction Week (14-20 June). Good luck
James!
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Handbags and
glad-rags

Fun at Fairfield:

It’s activities aplenty at
Fairfield library. Leo
Mitson, pictured at a
nest box making session
with his Granddad,
helped celebrate
National Nest Box
Week, with Local Nature
Reserves staff on hand
to help children make
nest boxes for blue tits,
robins and blackbirds.
Youngsters also planted
sunflowers as part of the
BBC’s Dig In campaign,
encouraging people to
try growing their own
fruit and vegetables.
21 youngsters took
part with parents,
grandparents and
carers, who enjoyed
a gardener’s quiz to
win Dig In seed packs.
Contact your local
library for details of
other Dig In activities.

50 ladies were treated
to an evening with a
difference when Carmen
Reid, top-selling author
of a series of books
about super-stylish
personal shopper
Annie Valentine, visited
Stockton Central library
for a special girls’ night
in.
Carmen read extracts
from her books and had
everyone laughing away at
Annie Valentine’s amusing
escapades.
With sparkling drinks, nibbles
and chocolates on offer to
tempt the taste buds, mini
treatments on hand from The
Body Shop, Amethyst Holistics
and Tonic Beauty Therapy
made the evening even more
indulgent.

Hop along to a summer of reading fun
The Borough’s Libraries are offering
a range of exciting children’s summer
activities.
The fun begins on Saturday 24 July when
author and illustrator Liz Million launches
‘space hop’ – the 2010 summer reading
challenge. This invites children to sign up at
their local library to receive a free space hop
pack and choose six books to read during
the summer holidays.
They’ll collect stickers along the way and
there’s a certificate and medal for all who
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complete the challenge in September.
Children who attend the launch can have
fun being creative themselves and draw
along with Liz.

Stockton library service hosts
a range of events to appeal
to all tastes. If you would like
to be on the mailing list for
future events, call Claire Pratt
on (01642) 528044 or email
claire.pratt@stockton.gov.uk

Throughout the summer, Stockton libraries
will deliver free craft sessions and host
activities by The Dogs Trust, the Council’s
Parks & Countryside team and Crazy Comics
Club creator, James Parsons.
Look out for details all activities in your
local library from early July and in the next
Stockton News.

Musical summer:

Stockton’s Ropner Park
has a wide variety of
entertainment planned, from
traditional brass and silver
bands to artists playing light
classical and country music,
at the traditional Victorian
bandstand on Sundays from
mid-June to mid-October.
The Friends of the Park and
Arc in Stockton are bringing
a range of entertainers – for
details see the notice board
outside the Ropner Park café
or visit www.forp.org.uk

Ivan Limon, Librarian at Roseberry
Library, brings a topic to life in a
school story time session at Preston
Hall Museum.

Once upon a time…
The Council’s libraries and
museums services are working
together to put on the story
sessions during school visits to
Preston Hall, to stretch young
people’s imagination and
encourage them to read. The
museum also offers education
packs for schools – to find out
more visit www.stockton.gov.
uk/museums
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Rising to the challenge

Help with the hardest
job in the world
There’s no doubt about
it, being a parent is one
of the hardest jobs in
the world – and now
there is support for
those who need it.

More than 400 local people of all ages took part in the recent
Sainsbury’s Sport Relief Mile. Runners rose to the challenge
and were sponsored to do one, three or six miles, with all the
cash helping transform lives here in the UK and across the
world’s poorest countries.

Back to the classroom
Tristar Homes staff went back to school to work
with Year 9 and 10 students at Billingham’s
Northfield School, to offer practical tips on personal
finance, credit and debt, savings, investments and
budgeting.
The Personal Economics course encourages students to
appreciate their role in society and the economy as consumers,
employees, taxpayers, investors and borrowers.

One of the most up-todate and internationally
recognised ways of helping
parents, the University of
Queensland developed the
Triple P Positive Parenting
Programme, which now
comes with Department for
Childrens, Schools & Families
recommendation.
It promotes parenting as a
rewarding and enjoyable
job but acknowledges it can
at times be very demanding
and difficult. With no single
‘right way’ to parent, it’s
is up to parents to decide
on family values and what
behaviours they want to
encourage in their children.
Several parents recently

took part in the Triple P
programme at High Flyers
Childrens Centre in Thornaby.
One parent said: “The course
has enlightened me as to
how my behaviour affects my
kids. These courses should be
made availiable to everyone
whether they have problems
with their child or not as it
has been so useful to me and
my family.”
The two hour sessions take
place over eight weeks. For
the first four weeks, parents
attend group sessions. A
Triple P practitioner then
phones parents at home to
discuss how things are going
over the next three weeks,
helping tailor the course to
each family’s needs before
parents return to the group
for the final session.
To find out more about
parenting courses, call
Dorothy Nelson on (01642)
524608.

It was organised by Young Enterprise with volunteers from
Tristar Homes who are trained to become Young Enterprise
volunteers.
Fiona Heighton, Debt Prevention Manager at Tristar, said:
“We wanted to work with Young Enterprise to develop links
with local schools and inspire and equip young people to
learn life skills.”
For information on Young Enterprise visit www.youngenterprise.org.uk or call 0191 495 9500. To find out more
on Tristar Homes call 0844 736007 or visit www.tristarhomes.
co.uk

Back: Dorothy Neldon PEIP Co-ordinator. Left to right: Inclusion Assistant
Sue Mills and parents Carol Wastell and Tina Baldwin.

In debt? Call 0300 333 3445

Students working with Tristar’s David Genery and Joanne Marsden

A new debt advice telephone helpline will offer anyone
living in the region free, independent, specialist money
support. National charity Citizens Advice has launched
the service for people with debt problems thanks to £1.5
million from the charitable Northern Rock Foundation.
The number is 0300 333 3445 and it’s free to call from
most landlines and mobile phones.
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Fighting for justice
Recent editions of
Stockton News have
looked at the plight of
asylum seekers locally.
There are many myths
surrounding asylum - some
people think that the UK is
the biggest destination for
refugees. In fact, the reality
is that most of the world’s
refugees are looked after
by the poorest countries –
Europe cares for just 18 per
cent.
One local organisation
working with people
seeking asylum in the
Tees Valley is Justice First.
The charity offers support
helping people deal with
their problems, finding
legal representation and
emergency support.
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Audio Stockton News

our income results from
local goodwill and support,
so Justice First is always
seeking new opportunities
and welcomes help in kind
or cash.”
Mary, a Justice First
client, said: “Justice First
is a wonderful charity,
dedicated to helping people
who are disadvantaged.
You are putting your hearts
into helping the helpless.”
For more information - or if
you are able to help Justice
First - tel (01642) 601122,
email justice.first.limited@
unicombox.co.uk or at
www.justicefirst.org.uk

As Justice First is not
a government funded
organisation, fundraising
is important to meet
the charity’s overheads
and help clients with
translation costs,
travel and sourcing
documents to support
their case.
Kath Sainsbury, project
manager of Justice
First says: “Most of

Neil Schneider, Chief Executive of Stockton Council recording his message
for Audio Stockton News (picture by Gary Walsh Photography)

As well as producing
Stockton News as a magazine
six times a year, we also
produce an audio version on
a CD for residents who may
have a visual impairment. If
you would like to receive
free copies, please contact

Jacky Stevely on (01642)
526098 or email jacky.
stevely@stockton.gov.uk If
you would like to listen to
Audio Stockton News online
visit www.stockton.gov.uk/
stocktonnews

Stockton Renaissance,

all meetings at 5pm at the Castlegate Quay
Watersports Centre. 6th July 2010

Central Area Partnership Board

Watch the DVD

Starter for ten

Stockton’s Area Partnerships
bring representatives from
various sectors together
including public, voluntary
and community, local
businesses, agencies and
resident associations, to give
local people a chance to
influence developments in
their area.

Two teams - one of
councillors and one of
officers - from Stockton
Council took part in a
University Challenge
competition organised by
Durham University Queen’s
Campus. One team, made
up of Councillors, reached
the final to be narrowly
defeated by five points by
winners Durham Johnson
Comprehensive.

Northern Area Partnership Board meeting.

Chaired by University
Chancellor Bill Bryson, the
competition was enjoyed by
all, giving many of the local
budding university students a
taste of studying at Queen’s
Campus.

Contact Sarah Upex on (01642) 526498
www.stockton.gov.uk/renaissance

A DVD showing the Area
Partnerships’ work is
now available. Call the
Council’s Partnerships and
Engagement team on
(01642) 528677 for a copy.
For more information about
the Area Partnerships visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/
renaissance/areapartnerships/

24th June, 2pm, Castlegate Quay Watersports Centre
All meetings to be held at Bede College
7th June, 5.45pm 5th July, 5.45pm

Eastern Area Partnership Board.

All meetings held at the Five Lamps Organisation
22nd June, 5.30pm

Western Area Partnership Board
30th June, 6pm, Claireville Hotel

*Please note that the Stockton Renaissance Partnership
Board and the Area Partnership Boards are now using the
E-genda system which is an electronic service available on
the internet via Stockton Borough Council’s Website which
allows the public to have 24 hour access to information
on Stockton Renaissance and the Area Partnership Boards,
along with other meetings which take place across the
Borough.
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Celebrating Armed
Forces Day

A spectacular
evening
Stockton’s Tabernacle
hosts a spectacular
evening on 2 July
to thank our armed
forces and celebrate
125 years of the
Soldiers, Sailors,
Airmen and Families
Association (SSAFA)
forces help.
The charity’s Cleveland
Branch is holding a special
‘Last Night Of The Proms’
to mark its work to help
serving and ex-service
men, women and their
families across the Tees
Valley and nationally.
Eddie Gratton will
compère the evening
which will include
performances from
Cleveland Police Band,
male voice choirs from
Durham Constabulary and
Stockton and soprano
Anna-Maria Jackson.

The Borough
celebrates this
year’s Armed
Forces Day
with a week
of events from
21-27 June,
ranging from
a parade of the 2nd Battalion, The
Yorkshire Regiment (Green Howards),
to a tea dance.
Celebrations open on Monday 21, June when
the special Armed Forces Day flag is flown
proudly over Stockton Town Hall.
Stockton’s Central Library will host a weeklong exhibition about the area’s Armed
Forces, past and present, and their role in our
Borough.

a lunch in the Town Hall for VIPs and those
staffing the stalls.
In the afternoon, the Town Centre welcomes
the 2nd Battalion, The Yorkshire Regiment
(Green Howards) home following six months
in Helmand Province, Afghanistan.
Last year the Council granted the Freedom of
the Borough to both The Yorkshire Regiment
and The Rifles (formerly The Light Infantry).
The Yorkshire Regiment will exercise their
freedom to coincide with Armed Forces Day
celebrations in a parade with colours flying
and bayonets fixed. After marching through
the town, the troops will receive the freedom
scroll in a formal Town Hall presentation and
a civic reception.

On the morning of Thursday 24 June, a special
service in Stockton Parish Church will give
thanks to our armed forces and remember
fallen servicemen and women.

The day will culminate in a war-time inspired
Tea Dance at the Buffs Club Ballroom, Norton
Road, from 3.30pm, with tea, cakes and
biscuits. A free event open to all, there is
unfortunately no lift access to the first floor
ballroom. For details or to book a place, call
Susan Walton on (01642) 528161.

In the High Street, local and national veteran
organisations and Forces representatives will
offer advice and information about Forces
life. The Mayor of Stockton will also host

On 9 September The Rifles will also come to
Stockton to exercise their freedom with a
parade. More details to follow in the next
Stockton News.

Like the Last Night of the
Proms at the Royal Albert
Hall, the audience is
encouraged to take part –
signing along and waving
flags to the powerful and
stirring tunes.
£10 tickets (£8 for
concessions) are available
from Stockton’s Tourist
Information Centre in
The Shambles, Stockton
Tabernacle, or SSAFA
Forces Help TA Centre on
Norton Road.
The SSAFA helps members
and former members of
HM armed forces and
their families, providing
advice, practical suport
and friendship to those in
need, suffering or distress.
If you have served or
are in the armed forces
and need assistance, call
(01642) 553666 from 10am
–12 noon, Mondays to
Fridays.
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Come and
join the
Carnival!
This highlight of Stockton
International Riverside
Festival couldn’t happen
without you – the community!
So come along and take part –
whether an individual or part
of a group, all are welcome
to join in the parade on
Saturday 31 July. To find out
more call Lyndsey Stephenson
on (01642) or email lyndsey.
stephenson@stockton.gov.

First for first-aid Need the max to
get the mini!
The first aid charity
St John Ambulance is
appealing to people to
come forward with reallife stories of how first
aid has helped them.

St John’s trains thousands of
people in life saving first aid
skills every year and wants to
hear how first-aid has made a
difference to local people.
Beth Collett, of St John
Ambulance, said: “We know
how important first-aid is
and believe no-one should

suffer from the lack of a
trained first aider. Real-life
examples of skills which have
saved lives will help us bring
that message home to people
who might be considering
whether or not to learn first
aid.”
Local courses include basic
first aid, resuscitation, and
emergency life support, as
well as training for sport,
motorcyclists, activity coaches
and families.
To share your story, call Beth
on 0191 256 4715.

Teesside Parent Support
needs maximum
support to help raise
money for a minibus
with a tailgate lift.
The group offers unique
activities for young people
with additional and
complex needs. With no
special criteria to join,
everyone is welcome.

The bus will help more
people attend their
activities, as many have no
car and find public transport
difficult to use.
There’s bag packing at Asda,
walks at Preston Farm and
much more. Donations
gratefully received – call
Amanda Vince on 0845 302
5523 or email stocktonps@
yahoo.co.uk

A shining light
Users of The Lighthouse drop-in centre
in Stockton’s Yarm Lane have given it a
massive vote of confidence.
Lighthouse volunteers encourage and
support local people with anxiety,
depression and mental health issues.
Daily activities such as crafts and health
courses, as well as job search and
computer-literacy courses, help people
enhance their life skills.
Now the centre has won the SURGE
(Stockton User Representative Group for
Empowerment) Shield after users voted
it the best in the area.
left to right Joe Murphy who runs the centre, Rev Andy McRae, board member, and Steve
Caldwell who works at the centre.

To find out more about The Lighthouse,
call (01642) 674086.
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Keeping kids active! Drug is made illegal
NHS Stockton-on-Tees
has teamed up with Tees
Active to offer several
exciting and popular
programmes to help
children keep active.
3,000 free leisure cards,
available by simply filling
in an application form at
Splash, Thornaby Pool,
Thornaby Pavilion and
Billingham Belasis, entitles
children to discounted prices.
More than 8,000 children
attended during last year’s
free ‘Sporting Start’ holiday
activity programme. Now
bigger and better, more
than 10,400 places will be
available over 11 weeks of
holidays with 22 different
activities for 3-16 year olds.
The highly successful free
Young Persons Active Health

Scheme for 5-16 year olds
offers support to children
and families who have
concerns about their weight,
with advice and many
physical activities.

Bizarre names such as
meph, m-cat, bubble,
kittycat and meow
meow are all used for
the recently-banned
drug Mephedrone.

A buddy system offers
children one-to-one support
with exercise programmes.
Families can take part in an
eight week course of exercise
and advice about eating
healthily.

The Government made
Mephedrone an illegal class
B drug in April. Anyone
found possessing or dealing
it will be subject to law
enforcement associated with
illegal substances.

Claire Spence, Health
Improvement Specialist for
NHS Stockton-on-Tees, said:
“Being active at an early
age promotes healthy habits
that can last a lifetime and
can help prevent a range of
health problems in later life.”

Many people taking it are
unsuspecting, or young
people in social situations
such as in pubs and clubs.

To find out more call Paul
Bambrough on (01642)
528773 or visit www.
teesactive.co.uk

National news highlighted
two teenagers from
Scunthorpe who died after
taking it with a cocktail of
other drugs, and toxicology
reports confirmed a man
from Hove collapsed and
died as a direct result of
taking Mephedrone.

This drug can cause
serious harm.

sweating, chills, palpitations,
impaired short-term memory,
insomnia, tightened jaw
muscles, grinding teeth,
muscle twitching and
dizziness. Some say it
made them aggressive
and hallucinations made
them lose control of their
behaviour.
Stockton Drug and Alcohol
Treatment services offer
support for drug and
alcohol use, whether the
drugs are legal or illegal.
Visit www.stockton.gov.
uk/drugactionteam or call
their free helpline 24 hours,
seven days a week, on 0800
0522050. To find out more
about Mephedrone visit
www.talktofrank.com

Side effects include
compulsion to use again,

Are you sitting comfortably?
Every year around 25
children aged under
12 are killed and 250
seriously injured while
travelling by car. The
correct use of child car
restraints could prevent
many of these deaths
and serious injuries.
Correctly fitted and adjusted
child seats are vital to keep
them safe – but they’re not
always the easiest things to
install.
We know if we driving or a
passenger we must wear a
seatbelt. But did you know
the law makes it the driver’s
responsibility to ensure
under-14s are restrained?
And rear-facing child seats
should never be fitted in the
front passenger seat, which is

protected by an active front
airbag.
Stockton Council recently
held a series of public
roadshows to highlight the
dangers of not restraining
children correctly in vehicles,
with advice, guidance and
seat checks. To find out
more, call the Road Safety
Team on (01642) 526737.
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Much lighter thanks to Lite 4 Life
There is now much
less of Ron Martinson,
thanks to Stockton
Council’s Lite 4 Life
weight management
programme.

her weight, so the GP also
referred her so the couple
could enrol together.

Ron, 78, of Eaglescliffe,
retired in 1991. Being the
owner of a lively golden
retriever, Tessa, had always
kept Ron fit but his exercise
routine dwindled when she
died in 2006.

At a recent GP check-up
his blood pressure was also
down to 142/80 and his
cholesterol was 2.7 per cent
- a massive improvement and
the lowest it had been in a
long time.

A year later his weight had
increased to 14 stone 4lbs
and, on his annual health
check, Ron’s doctor suggested
he should enrol on one of the
ten week Lite 4 Life classes
run across the Borough.

Ron says: “We attribute our
success to the encouragement
we got on the Fit 4 Life
exercise programme and
would recommend that
other people – especially
senior citizens – who want to
remain fit and active should
follow our example and join
one of the classes”

Lite 4 Life offers people the
chance to get on the right
track with a healthy diet and
exercise programme.
At the same time, Ron’s
wife, Maureen, 76, was also
having problems maintaining

As a result of the regular
classes, Ron’s weight is down
to 10 stone 7lbs.

To find out more about the
Lite 4 Life courses, contact
your GP or call the Council’s
Leisure & Sports Development
team on (01642) 526274.

Ron and Maureen Martinson

Walking or riding – it’s healthy!
Cycling and walking
keeps you fit and
both are, relatively
inexpensive. Stockton
Council offers both
healthy walks and cycle
rides which are graded
at varying levels.
Forthcoming rides include,
Ingleby Loop on Sunday,
24 June, four miles
(Grade One), Tees Loop,
Wednesday 23 June, six
miles (Grade One), Sunday
27 June, a Do It By Cycle
event at Ropner Park on
Sunday 4 July, The Big One,

Sunday 11 July 30 miles
(Grade Three). For details
or more rides visit www.
doitbycycle.com
If you would rather walk,
Stockton’s Health Walks
scheme could be for you.
They are extremely popular
and their Away Day in April
was attended by more than
100 walkers!
No need to book, just turn
up dressed for the weather.
To find out more call Steve
Laskey on (01642) or email
steve.laskey@stockton.gov.
uk
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Put on your running shoes
Would you like to
try running but lack
confidence? Now you
can give it a go thanks
to a new scheme called
Run in England.
Running groups are being
created in communities,
workplaces and schools for
everyone – from absolute
beginners to those who
already run for recreation or
walk for fitness.

which brings a variety of
benefits.
So come along, get fit and
make new friends! The new
group meets every Monday
at 6.30pm at the Ebsworth
Building, Durham University,
Queen’s Campus. To find out
more call Lee Summerson,
pictured, on 07917016944
or email lee.summerson1@
hotmail.co.uk For details of
Run in England visit
www.runinengland.co.uk

Norton and Thornaby already
have successful Run in
England groups. Now a new
group is starting at Durham
University Queen’s Campus,
Stockton. All are supported
by experienced and qualified
leaders.
Everyone is welcome,
regardless of size or fitness
levels. The 10-week
beginners’ course costs £40,
of which £20 forms annual
Run in England membership

Website here to help
It’s well documented that too much salt and
saturated fat can lead to health problems.
Stockton Council’s Trading Standards service is working with
local sandwich shops, to offer practical advice on the food
they serve, and with butchers to consider levels of salt and fat
in products such as burgers and sausages.
Much of the salt we eat is hidden in food. Over time, a diet
high in saturated fat can raise cholesterol levels in the blood.
This increases the risk of diseases such as cardiovascular or
coronary heart disease, leading to angina, heart attacks and
strokes. The recommended intake of saturated fat is 30g for
men and 20g for women.
Examples of food high in saturated fat are fatty cuts of meat,
sausages, pies, butter, ghee, lard, cream, ice cream, cheese,
pastries, cakes, biscuits, some savoury snacks, some sweet
snacks and chocolate.
Look at the labels on food you buy – the Food Standards
Agency (FSA) traffic light labelling system is the easiest way
to spot fat and salt – the green or amber colours show lower
levels.
The FSA recommends have no more than six grams of salt per
day for adults (about one teaspoon). Copies of a leaflet with
tips on how to cut salt intake are available from the Trading
Standards & Licensing reception, 16 Church Road, Stockton,
or in the Consumer Advice Centre in the Central Library,
Stockton.

People affected by
drug and alcohol use
can find help at a
new website – www.
hiwecanhelp.com
Aimed at families, loved
ones, workers and people
who use drugs and alcohol,
it covers every aspect of
drug and alcohol treatment
to give help and support
on the road to recovery.
There are discussion forums
where anyone affected by

drug and alcohol use can
share ideas, experiences
and gain support from
others.
Developed by North
Tyneside Drug Action Team
(DAT), the website scooped
an NHS Innovation North
prize. Stockton is one of
nine regional authorities
across the NHS to work
with North Tyneside DAT
to use innovative ways to
reduce harm caused by
drugs and alcohol.

Helpline extended
A dedicated round-the-clock telephone helpline
for those affected by their own or other people’s
drug problems now also helps those suffering
from alcohol abuse.
Stockton-on-Tees Drug and Alcohol Treatment Services
offers support and guidance 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Call 0800 0522050 to speak to a specially trained
advisor.

news
Stockton

46

Your Council

New Mayor rides into Stockton
The new Mayor of
Stockton-on-Tees
is Councillor Colin
Leckonby.

Colin, 74, a councillor for
the last 15 years, is the ward
Councillor for
Billingham North
– previously the
Marsh House
ward.
With his
engineering
background, he has
worked all over
the UK as well as
Saudi
Arabia
and
the

Sudan. He also worked for
three years in New Zealand
and his first child was born
there.
Colin and his wife Marjorie
have been married for 46
years and have two children
and two grandchildren.
Colin began his
great passion of
cycling at the
age of 16
and it has
remained
with him for
the last 58
years. He
continues
to

enjoy training sessions with
youngsters at Stockton
Wheelers Cycling Club, where
he’s been a member for 22
years.
When he has the time, Colin
and Marjorie
enjoy travelling.
So far, he has
been round the
world twice
and visited 50
countries.

forward to as I represent the
Borough.”
The Deputy Mayor is
Councillor Paul Baker with his
partner, Ms Diane Hatton, as
Deputy Mayoress.

His charities for
the year will be
the Cornerhouse
in Stockton, the
Dave Rayner
Cycling Fund
and various
other small
local charitable
organisations.
He said: “This
is a wonderful
honour and the
next 12 months
is something
I am looking
The Mayor in his offical robes

The Mayor on his bike

Mark of excellence Make a difference
Every one
of Stockton
Borough
Council’s
Services is
celebrating
a great
achievement in
being awarded the
Government’s Customer
Service Excellence
Standard.

Customer Service Excellence
was launched by the
Government in 2007 as
part of its drive to improve
customer service.
Following rigorous
assessments which took place
between September 2009
and March 2010 – a final one
day assessment, in June, will
hopefully secure the Council
the standard at corporate

level making Stockton just
one of six councils nationally
to achieve such an accolade.
Debbie Hurwood Head
of Customer Services at
Stockton Borough Council
has been overseeing all
of the assessments and is
delighted with the results:

“For a number of years
now every member of
staff has been working
hard to improve both the
quality and consistency of
customer service. This formal
recognition reflects our
commitment to genuinely
putting our customers first.”
The five main criteria of the
Customer Service Excellence
Standard are customer
insight, organisational
culture, information and
access, delivery of services,
timeliness and quality of
services.

With the General Election now over, the countdown
starts for the May 2011 local
elections
to decide
who will
be the next
Ward and
Parish/Town
Councillors.
Could you make
a difference? If
you would like
to become a
candidate for
these elections,
contact the party
you are interested
in representing or,
to find out more
about becoming
a Councillor,
visit www.
stockton.gov.uk/
makeadifference
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Stockton Council’s Standards Committee
Annual Report 2009/10
Stockton Council’s Standards
Committee has produced its Annual
Report for 2009/10, outlining the work
the Committee has undertaken during
the year.

of these resulted in a breach of the code of
conduct being found.

The Committee has responsibility for
promoting and maintaining high standards
of conduct by the Members and co-opted
Members of the Council, and of the Town and
Parish Councils within Stockton Borough.

The Independent Chair of the Committee,
Francis Hayes, said “This low level of
complaints and the fact that there are
currently no cases under consideration, is a
testament to the high standards of conduct of
members of the Borough and Parish Councils.
Such standards are an extremely important
part of an effective and successful local
authority.”

A total of four complaints about Member
conduct was received in 2009/10, and none

A copy of the Annual Report is available at:http://sbcinternet/yourcouncil/standprob/
standcomm/

Election thanks
Around 270 staff ran 106 polling
stations across Stockton Borough
during the recent General Election,
with 200 or so more working at
the count and on opening postal
votes during the preceding days.

On top of this, the Council’s electoral
and democratic services staff put a huge
amount of hard work and planning into
organising the election here.
The Mayor congratulated all of them for
their hard work during a very long day
which, for many, went on well into the
small hours.
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Centre
moves
Information on the Council’s
environment services or
goods – previously offered
from the Environment
Centre in Stockton’s West
Row – is now available at
Municipal Buildings, Church
Road.
The relocated centre offers
the same full range of
services.

Northern
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WARD SURGERIES
1st June 2010 – 31st July 2010

www.stockton.gov.uk/wards
BILLINGHAM CENTRAL
6:30PM – 7:30PM

www.stockton.gov.uk/
billinghamcentralward
9 Jun
Billingham Youth &
		
Community Centre
14 Jul
Billingham Youth &
		
Community Centre
COUNCILLORS
MRS ANN McCOY
Tel: 01642 535604
Email: ann.mccoy@stockton.gov.uk
BARRY WOODHOUSE Tel: 01642 371638
Email: barry.woodhouse@stockton.gov.uk

BILLINGHAM EAST

Roll up, roll up
it’s carnival time

www.stockton.gov.uk/
billinghameastward
25 Jun
New Life Family Centre
		
5:00pm – 5:45pm
		
Synthonia Scout Group Hall
		
5:50pm – 6:30pm
30 Jul
New Life Family Centre
		
5:00pm – 5:45pm
		
Synthonia Scout Group Hall
		
5:50pm – 6:30pm
COUNCILLORS
ALEX CUNNINGHAM Tel: 01642 551251
Email: alex.cunningham@stockton.gov.uk
MICK STOKER
Tel: 01642 371641
Email: mick.stoker@stockton.gov.uk

BILLINGHAM NORTH
6:30PM – 7:30PM

www.stockton.gov.uk/
billinghamnorthward
14 Jun
High Grange Community
		
Centre
12 Jul
North Billingham Methodist
		
Church

COUNCILLORS
HILARY AGGIO
Tel: 01642 565016
Email: hilary.aggio@stockton.gov.uk
MRS LYNNE APEDAILE Tel: 01740 645216
Email: lynne.apedaile@stockton.gov.uk
COLIN LECKONBY
Tel: 01642 872896
Email: colin.leckonby@stockton.gov.uk

BILLINGHAM SOUTH
6:00PM – 7:00PM

www.stockton.gov.uk/
billinghamsouthward
10 Jun
Billingham Branch Library
8 Jul
Billingham Branch Library
COUNCILLORS
MRS JEAN O’DONNELL Tel: 01642 559717
MICHAEL SMITH
Tel: 01642 371782
Email: michael.smith@stockton.gov.uk

BILLINGHAM WEST
6:00PM – 7:00PM

www.stockton.gov.uk/billinghamwestward
25 Jun
Wolviston Court Community
		
Centre
30 Jul
Wolviston Court Community
		
Centre
COUNCILLORS
MRS MARY WOMPHREY Tel: 01642 555755
MICK WOMPHREY Tel: 01642 555755

NORTHERN PARISHES
7:00PM – 8:00PM

www.stockton.gov.uk/
northernparishesward
No June surgery
1 Jul
Wolviston Common Room
COUNCILLOR
JOHN GARDNER
Tel: 01740 645357
Email: john.gardner@stockton.gov.uk

Calling North Billingham residents: If you live in
the area framed by Wolviston Road, Marsh House Avenue,
Rievaulx Avenue or Seal Sands Road, you are welcome to
attend North Billingham Residents Association meetings at
High Grange Community Centre. The next will be at 7pm
on 21 June, when you can raise any local issues and hear
about what’s happening in Billingham. To find out more
visit www.freewebs.com/northbillra/index.htm
Stalls are already booking up quickly because of the success
of last year’s show so to be sure of getting a place please call
Roger Black on (01642) 559115. Volunteers and sponsors for
the show are also being asked to get in touch.

Roger tackles tug of war at last year’s carnival

The 18th Billingham Carnival and Garden Show
is taking place on Saturday 11 and Sunday 12
September and if you want to be part of the
popular event now is the time to get in touch.
The carnival attracts over 20,000 people over the weekend
and is a great chance for the whole community to come
together, celebrate and most importantly have fun.
With events from the traditional, such as the well loved
horticultural show, to the unusual with Teesside’s strongest
man there is something to tempt everyone. The carnival also
raises £15,000 or more every year for local charities and good
causes.

Residents of Billingham are being asked to dig out their old
photos and memorabilia to take to the carnival as part of
a project being run by the Billingham Environmental Link
Programme (BELP).
The ‘100 years gone, 100 years on’ project will see volunteers
piece together a snap shot of Billingham’s past, present and
future. Together with a picture of life today and residents’
ideas about what Billingham will be like in 100 years, the
images of the past will be turned into a collection which will
be put away for 100 years.
So bring along your treasured photos to the carnival so they
can be scanned and added to the collection.
Roger Black, Funding Manager of the BELP’s Legacy Fund,
said: “In 100 years time people will be living longer so the
children at school today may well be alive when this project
comes back out in 100 years.”

Eastern
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WARD SURGERIES
1st June 2010 – 31st July 2010

www.stockton.gov.uk/wards
INGLEBY BARWICK EAST 6:00PM –
7:00PM

(Joint surgery with Ingleby Barwick West)
www.stockton.gov.uk/
inglebybarwickeastward
3 Jun
All Saints C of E Secondary
		
School
8 Jul
All Saints C of E Secondary
		
School
Maltby & Hilton
Ward Surgeries are held for 30 minutes
prior to each Parish Council meeting
in the Village Halls on an appointment
only basis. Please contact Councillors
Faulks, Harrington or Larkin to book an
appointment. Residents are very welcome
to attend the monthly Ward Surgery held
in Ingleby Barwick
COUNCILLORS
KEVIN FAULKS
Tel: 01642 764874
Email: kevin.faulks@stockton.gov.uk
DAVID HARRINGTON Tel: 01642 764652
Email: david.harrington@stockton.gov.uk
ANDREW LARKIN
Tel: 0791 758 7619
Email: andrew.larkin@stockton.gov.uk

Olympic standards
in Thornaby
Thornaby Pavilion
enhanced its claim to
be a top class sporting
venue when it hosted
the National Junior
Wrestling Championship,
sponsored by Tees
Active, in April.
More than 150 male and
female wrestlers from across

the UK and the Republic
of Ireland took part in this
ancient sport, in weight and
age categories ranging from
8 to 19 years.
Plenty of action kept
spectators entertained and
Stockton Wrestling Club had
a tremendous day as five of
their wrestlers finished on
the podium.

Kieron Sudron (in blue) in battle with his opponent

INGLEBY BARWICK WEST
6:00PM – 7:00PM

(Joint surgery with Ingleby Barwick East)
www.stockton.gov.uk/
inglebybarwickwestward
3 Jun
All Saints C of E Secondary
		
School
8 Jul
All Saints C of E Secondary
		
School
COUNCILLORS
KEN DIXON
Tel: 01642 764650
Email: ken.dixon@stockton.gov.uk
JEAN KIRBY
Tel: 01642 762092
Email: jean.kirby@stockton.gov.uk
ROSS PATTERSON
Tel: 01642 764865
Email: ross.patterson@stockton.gov.uk

Pride of place went to the
Sudron family as 16-year-old
Marcus took gold in the 74kg
class, Owen, aged 8, won the
37kg category and Kieron
aged 7, along with Osman
Mohammed aged 12, took
bronze in the 27kg category.

MANDALE & VICTORIA

www.stockton.gov.uk/
mandalevictoriaward
19 Jun
Rochester Court Sheltered
		
Housing
		
11:00am – 12:00 noon
24 Jul
Robert Atkinson Youth &
		
Community Centre
		
12:00 noon – 1:00pm
COUNCILLORS
TINA LARGE
Tel: 01642 671903
Email: tina.large@stockton.gov.uk
MRS ALLISON TRAINER Tel: n/a
Email: n/a
STEVE WALMSLEY Tel: 01642 604176

STAINSBY HILL

www.stockton.gov.uk/stainsbyhillward
17 Jun
South Thornaby Community &
		
Resource Centre
		
6:00pm – 7:00pm
18 Jul
Thornaby Pavilion
		
11:00am – 12:00
COUNCILLORS
MRS EILEEN CRAGGS MBE
Tel: 01642 764858
Email: eileen.craggs@stockton.gov.uk
MRS SYLVIA WALMSLEY Tel: 01642 602375
Email: sylvia.walmsley@stockton.gov.uk

VILLAGE

5:00PM – 6:00PM
www.stockton.gov.uk/villageward
7 Jun
Thornaby Pavilion
5 Jul
Thornaby Pavilion
COUNCILLORS
IAN DALGARNO
Tel: 01642 882985
MICK EDDY
Tel: 01642 765919

If you’d like to get to grips
with Olympic Wrestling,
there’s a session at Splash
every Thursday for children
aged six and above. To find
out more call (01642) 527272
or visit www.teesactive.co.uk

Central
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WARD SURGERIES
1st June 2010 – 31st July 2010

www.stockton.gov.uk/wards
BISHOPSGARTH & ELM TREE
(STOCKTON)
www.stockton.gov.uk/
bishopsgarthelmtreeward
7 Jun
Bishopsgarth School
		
6:00pm – 6:30pm
15 Jun
Elm Tree Community Centre
		
6:00pm – 7:00pm
5 Jul
Bishopsgarth School
		
6:00pm – 6:30pm
COUNCILLORS
MRS SUZANNE FLETCHER MBE
Tel: 01642 787652
Email: suzanne.fletcher@stockton.gov.uk
MRS JULIA CHERRETT
Tel: 01642 785473
Email: julia.cherrett@stockton.gov.uk

FAIRFIELD 6:00PM – 6:30PM

New parking zones
Residents of the area to the
West of Stockton town centre
now have a new Residents
Parking Zone scheme.
Bounded by Dovecot Street,
the railway line and Bishopton
Lane, it includes roads where
the majority of residents
indicated they wanted the
scheme.
There is also now a local area
of business permit parking

behind the Leeds Hotel on
Bishopton Lane. The Council
developed the new schemes
by working closely with
residents, businesses and Mill
Lane Primary School to cater
for the needs of different
users.
Public consultation showed
more than 70 per cent of
respondents supported the
scheme, which began in April.

Graded upgrade
A newly-refurbished
Grade II listed building,
at 32 Dovecot Street in
the heart of Stockton,
is glowing, thanks to
funding secured by The
Five Lamps Organisation
and Stockton Council.
A £363,612 Community Assets
grant and a £30,000 loan
from the Social Enterprise
Loan Fund has helped
refurbish the building, which
will provide vital services for
hard to reach people in the
community.
These include assistance into
employment, an enterprise
gateway, services for young
people, skills and accredited

learning and financial advice
and access to affordable
credit. Up to ten other
organisations will also be
able to use the facilities each
year.

www.stockton.gov.uk/fairfieldward
14 Jun
Fairfield Library
5 Jul
Fairfield Library
COUNCILLORS
MAURICE PERRY
Tel: 01642 586914
BILL WOODHEAD
Tel: 01642 584409

GRANGEFIELD 6:00PM – 7:00PM
www.stockton.gov.uk/grangefieldward
7 Jun
Fairfield Library
10 Jun
Grays Road Institute
5 Jul
Hartburn Scout Group Hut
COUNCILLORS
PHILLIP BROUGHTON
Tel: 01642 765325
Email: phillip.broughton@stockton.gov.uk
AIDAN COCKERILL
Tel: 01642 613258
Email: aidan.cockerill@stockton.gov.uk

HARDWICK WARD 6:00PM – 7:00PM
www.stockton.gov.uk/hardwickward
4 Jun
Hardwick Community Centre
18 Jun
Hardwick Community Centre
2 Jul
Hardwick Community Centre
16 Jul
Hardwick Community Centre
30 Jul
Hardwick Community Centre
COUNCILLORS
MRS LIZ NESBITT
Tel: 01642 601731
BILL NOBLE
Tel: 01642 671609

HARTBURN 6:45PM – 7:30PM
www.stockton.gov.uk/hartburnward
7 Jun
Elmwood Community Centre
5 Jul
Holy Trinity Rosehill CE Primary
		
School
COUNCILLORS
TERRY LAING
Tel: 01642 587356
Email: terry.laing@stockton.gov.uk
KEN LUPTON
Tel: 01642 587286
Email: ken.lupton@stockton.gov.uk

NEWTOWN 6:00PM – 7:00PM
www.stockton.gov.uk/newtownward
11 Jun
Newtown Community Resource
		
Centre
25 Jun
Ragworth Neighbourhood
		
Centre
9 Jul
Newtown Community Resource
		
Centre
23 Jul
Ragworth Neighbourhood
		
Centre
COUNCILLORS
PAUL BAKER
Tel: 01642 608406
Email: paul.baker@stockton.gov.uk
BOB GIBSON OBE
Tel: 01642 614482
Email: robert.gibson@stockton.gov.uk

NORTON NORTH 6:00PM - 7:00PM
www.stockton.gov.uk/nortonnorthward
9 Jun
Frederick Nattrass Primary
		
School
23 Jun
Norton Library
21 Jul
Norton North Community &
		
Resource Centre
COUNCILLORS
MAURICE FRANKLAND Tel: 01642 552861

MRS KATH NELSON
Tel: 01642 555729
Email: kathryn.nelson@stockton.gov.uk

NORTON SOUTH 6:00PM – 7:00PM
www.stockton.gov.uk/nortonsouthward
4 Jun
Assembly Hall, St John
		
Ambulance Place
18 Jun
Lustrum Community House
2 Jul
Albany Resource Centre
16 Jul
Assembly Hall, St John
		
Ambulance Place
COUNCILLORS
BOB COOK
TEL: 01642
890058
Email: robert.cook@stockton.gov.uk
STEVE NELSON TEL: 01642 534417
Email: steve.nelson@stockton.gov.uk

NORTON WEST 6:00PM – 7:00PM
www.stockton.gov.uk/nortonwestward
8 Jun
The Education Centre
13 Jul
The Education Centre
COUNCILLORS
MRS ANN CAINS
Tel: 01642 555394
Email: ann.cains@stockton.gov.uk
DICK CAINS JP
Tel: 01642 555394
Email: dick.cains@stockton.gov.uk

PARKFIELD & OXBRIDGE
6:00PM – 7:00PM
www.stockton.gov.uk/
parkfieldoxbridgeward
3 Jun
Parkfield Community Centre
		
(Cllr Javed only)
		
Oxbridge Christian Fellowship
		
(Cllr Rix only)
17 Jun
Oxbridge Christian Fellowship
1 Jul
Parkfield Community Centre
		
(Cllr Javed only)
		
Oxbridge Christian Fellowship
		
(Cllr Rix only)
15 Jul
Oxbridge Christian Fellowship
COUNCILLORS
MOHAMMED JAVED
Tel: 01642 602420
ROY RIX		
Tel: 01642 674861
Email: roy.rix@stockton.gov.uk

ROSEWORTH
www.stockton.gov.uk/roseworthward
14 Jun
Kiora Hall Youth & Community
		
Centre 5:15pm – 6:15pm
13 Jul
Kiora Hall Youth & Community
		
Centre 2:00pm – 3:00pm
COUNCILLORS
JIM BEALL		
Tel: 01642 602510
Email: jim.beall@stockton.gov.uk
MISS BARBARA INMAN Tel: 01642 586564
Email: barbara.inman@stockton.gov.uk

STOCKTON TOWN CENTRE
6:00PM – 7:00PM
www.stockton.gov.uk/
stocktontowncentreward
3 Jun
The Willows Centre
10 Jun
Parkfield Community Centre
17 Jun
Victoria Community Centre
24 Jun
Cornerhouse Community
		
Resource Centre
1 Jul
The Willows Centre
8 Jul
Parkfield Community Centre
15 Jul
Victoria Community Centre
22 Jul
Cornerhouse Community
		
Resource Centre
COUNCILLORS
DAVID COLEMAN
Tel: 01642 673952
Email: david.coleman@stockton.gov.uk
PAUL KIRTON
Tel: 01642 559331
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WARD SURGERIES
1st June 2010 – 31st July 2010

www.stockton.gov.uk/wards
EAGLESCLIFFE

www.stockton.gov.uk/eaglescliffeward
4 Jun
Trinity Methodist Church
		
6:30 – 7:30pm
15 Jun
Egglescliffe Parish Hall
		
6:00 – 7:00pm
2 Jul
Trinity Methodist Church
		
6:30 – 7:30pm
20 Jul
Egglescliffe Community Centre
		
6:30 – 7:30pm
COUNCILLORS
JOHN FLETCHER
Tel: 01642 787652
Email: john.fletcher@stockton.gov.uk
ALAN LEWIS
Tel: 01642 784910
Email: alan.lewis@stockton.gov.uk
MRS MAUREEN RIGG Tel: 01642 785689
Email: maureen.rigg@stockton.gov.uk

WESTERN PARISHES

www.stockton.gov.uk/
westernparishesward
No June surgery
No July surgery
COUNCILLOR
FRED SALT		
Tel: 01740 630771
YARM 6:00PM – 6:45PM
www.stockton.gov.uk/yarmward
1 Jun
Challoner House
6 Jul
Levendale Primary School
COUNCILLORS
MRS JENNIE BEAUMONT Tel: 01642 785304
Email: jennie.beaumont@stockton.gov.uk
JACKIE EARL
Tel: 01642 786346
ANDREW SHERRIS Tel: 01642 786767
Email: andrew.sherris@stockton.gov.uk

A safer way to tan
A Yarm businesswoman has started
a campaign to entice mums and
daughters away from sunbeds.
After reading shocking skin cancer statistics
for this region, beautician Lisa Chapman
wants to persuade women to opt for a sprayon fake tan rather than hitting the sunbeds.

Lisa, who owns salon, ‘Skin’ in Yarm, says:
“I just want girls to know that they don’t
have to go on sunbeds and put themselves at
risk to get a tan - they can get one in a few
minutes and it’s perfectly safe.”

A taste of
success

Lisa, 41, said: “I’ve started a promotional offer
for mothers and daughters. I’m hoping it
will mean mums pass on good habits to their
daughters.”
The North East is one of the highest areas
of sunbed use in the UK, particularly among
teen girls.
A bill to ban under-18s from using sunbeds
has been passed by parliament but will not
come into force until next year.

A mum and daughter visit Lisa’s salon

Pupils perform with the pros
Young musicians from Egglescliffe
School rubbed shoulders with the
professionals as they performed at The
Sage in Gateshead.
The pupils played two performances
alongside some of the country’s leading Asian
musicians and the classical vocal ensemble the
Orlando Consort, while the school orchestra
was given the opportunity to play alongside
the Northern Sinfonia.
Indian tabla percussionist Kuljit Bhamra,
who has written film scores for Hollywood
blockbusters, coached Egglescliffe’s chamber
choir and GCSE music students.
Anna Clark, 14, wrote a piece of the music

performed as part of the concert. She
said: “This is very different to our normal
concerts as we worked alongside professional
musicians and performed to an audience
who are paying to hear a top quality music
concert.”

Luciano Borrelli
(pictured) has created
his own Little Italy right
in the heart of Yarm.
It’s just two and a half years
since Luciano opened the
doors to Borrelli’s Deli on
Danby Wynd, just off Yarm
High Street.
Now he’s celebrating
winning the Best Retail
Award at the Best New
Business Awards Tees Valley,
sponsored by Business Link.
Luciano said: “Business
has been going really well
since I opened and, with the
majority of stock sourced
direct from Italy, you can
be guaranteed authentic
produce.”
Visit www.borrellis.co.uk to
find out more.
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Let your kids get crafty

There’s a new Art & Craft club for 5 – 8 year olds
and 9-13 year olds at Fairfield Library. 5-8 years olds
meet fortnightly on Saturday mornings from 10.30am
– 12.00pm and 9-13 year olds meet fortnightly on
Wednesday evenings 5.30pm-6.30pm. To find out
more call the library on (01642) 527962 for more
details.

A look at what’s going on
around the Borough during

Two o’clock Rhymetime

Norton Library.
Every Wednesday 2pm
Stories, rhymes and activities for the under 5s
Tel 528019

Saturday storytime

Norton Library.
Every Saturday 2.15pm
Stories for the under 5s Tel 528019

Scrabble group

Norton Library every Wednesday 1pm
Tel 528019

13 June & 18 July
Yorkshire Fairs Arts and Craft Fairs
Preston Hall Museum & Park.
Free with normal admission.
Tel 527375 for more details

Hula fitness

Each Monday – 5-11 years, 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Ingleby Barwick Community Centre, Haresfield Way
£2 per session. To book a place tel 524599

Stillington Youth & Community Centre
Each Wednesday, 5.45pm. Develop core strength and
cardio fitness. £1
Tel 526740

Colouring Club

Roseworth Library
Every day except Wednesday 3pm – 6pm
Tel 528098

Colouring Club

Billingham Library
Every Saturday 10.30 – 11.30am
Materials provided.
Tel 527895

Wednesday talks

Norton Library.
Every first Wednesday of the month – 3pm.
Guest speaker and Refreshments. Free. Tel 528019

Preston Hall Museum & Park, 10.30am-12.30pm
or 1.30pm-3.30pm
Inspired by the Picasso exhibition transform yourself
into a Picasso style picture with a frame to match!
Free with normal admission, drop-in
Tel 527375 for more details

4 – 6 June
Traditional Charcoal Wood
Burning and Green Wood Turning

Preston Hall Museum & Park.
3-day course offering the opportunity to make
charcoal from beginning using traditional methods.
(Adults only). This event is self-catered and camping
onsite with secure car parking. Free to observe but
charges apply to take part. Tel 527820 for more
details.

6 & 13 June
Competitive Futsal (indoor
football)

Thornaby Pavilion, 1.30pm.
Spectators most welcome. M’bro Futsal Club

3 June and 29 July
Story Time!

Preston Hall Museum & Park, 10.30am, 11.30am,
1.30pm and 2.30pm. Free with normal admission,
booking not required but spaces limited. Tel 527375
for more details.

June

Box fit for men

4 June
Family Friday: Picasso Portraits

Whit Week

There are plenty of events for children going in
libraries across the Borough during the school
holiday. Contact your local branch for details or visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/events

2 June
Whiz Kid Wednesday: Peg Dolls

8 June
Have a wild day out

Norton Library, 2pm.
Terry Douthwaite, Stockton Council’s Local Nature
Reserves Officer talks about the Borough’s wild places,
then meet Pam Stewart and see her birds of prey
up close. Free event with refreshments. Booking
essential 528019.

16 June
The Big Toddle

John Whitehead Park, Billingham, 1-3pm.
Pirate inspired fun for under fives – treasure hunt,
1 mile toddle and refreshments. £1 per child. Tel
524599 to book. Money raised to go to Barnardos

Preston Hall Museum & Park, 10.30 -12.30pm or
1.30-3.30pm. Be creative and make your very own
doll to keep – boys don’t be fooled – this activity
isn’t just for the girls, why not make yourself a peg
doll pirate! Free with normal admission, drop-in. Tel
527375 for more details

3 June
Dressing Queen Victoria

Stockton Central Library, 2pm.
A presentation from the History Wardrobe an intimate
view of the Queen as she is dressed from corset to
coronet. Tickets £3. Tel 528079

20 June
Yarm Gala

Yarm High Street, 10.30am-9pm.
Head along for Yarm’s annual celebration. Live music,
bellboating, tug of war, Yarm’s Got Talent and much
more. Tel 788762 for details or application forms for
bell boating and Yarm’s got talent. www.yarmgala.co.uk
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June and July
21 June
Campfire stories

July

Wynyard Woodland Park, 7.30-9.30pm.
Join the ranger on the night of the summer solstice
for a walk in the woods and listen to tall tales round
the campfire. Tel 01740 630011

Stockton Tabernacle, 7-9.30pm.
Tickets available at Stockton Tourist Information
Centre, Stockton Library and Stockton Tabernacle
£10/8

3 - 4 July
Silversmith Demonstrations

A week of events including a parade of the 2nd
Battalion, the Yorkshire Regiment (The Green
Howards) and tea dance on 24 June.
Tel 528161 or visit www.stockton.gov.uk/events for
more details

24 June
A century in stone

Stockton Central Library, 2pm.
Come along to watch a rare archive film about
ironstone mining. Booking necessary, £2. Tel 528079

26 - 27 June
Fire Engine Rally

Grangefield School, Oxbridge Avenue, 11-5pm.
Fire engine displays and entertainment. Tickets
available on the door £3/£2. www.stockton.gov.uk/
events

Preston Hall Museum & Park.
Watch as silversmiths make some beautiful jewellery,
you might even pick up a bargain! Tel 527375 for
details

28 July - Aug 1
Stockton International Riverside
Festival

Street theatre, circus, dance, music and pyrotechnics
from world class artists and performers. Visit www.
sirf.co.uk or look out for the next Stockton News for
full details

Ropner Park, 10am-4pm.Family fun day. Find out
more about sustainable living and cycling. Get tips to
cut your Co2, reduce energy bills and lots more.

7 July
A Journo’s diary

Norton Library, 3pm.
Steve Craggs talks about his working life as a
journalist working on the Northern Echo and Sunday
Sun.

11 July
Ridewell

17 - 18 July
Middlesbrough Mela

Albert Park, 12noon-7pm
One of the biggest and most spectacular multicultural celebrations in the North East. Free event
www.boromela.co.uk

Preston Hall Museum & Park, 1 – 4pm.
Join textile artist Leanne Pearce in this fun textile craft
workshop. Free with normal admission, booking
required, for adults and older children. Tel 527375
for more details

Preston Hall Museum & Park, 10.30-12.30pm or
1.30-3.30pm.
Be inspired by our Armoury collection and create a
fantastic sword and shield set in this arts and crafts
workshop. Free with normal admission, drop-in. Tel
527375 for details

4 July
Greener Living and Do It By Cycle
Roadshow

Wynyard Park and Hall 10am- 4pm
Come along for this annual motorbike safety
event. Lots on offer for all the family including
entertainment, stunt shows, competitions, stands and
refreshments. Free entry. Tel 301574 for details

26 June
Good Crafternoon!

Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park, 1-4pm.
Village-style summer fayre. Tel 371633

28 July
Whiz Kid Wednesday: Swords &
Shields
2 July
SSAFA Spectacular
– Last Night of the Proms

21 - 27 June
Armed Forces Day

25 July
Summer Fete

18 July
Country Craft Day

Wynyard Woodland Park, 11-4pm.
Fun and games for everyone at this annual event.
Come along to see the traditional crafts, gift stalls,
demonstrations and hear live music.
Tel 01740 630011

29 July – Aug 1
Stockton Riverside Fringe Festival

Kicking off at the Georgian Theatre on July 29 the
outdoor event will begin on July 30 on the banks of
the River Tees with the main music stage, acoustic
stage and comedy tent. Visit www.fringefestival.co.uk
or look out for the next Stockton News for full details

30 July
Family Friday: Helmets for
Heroines & Heroes

Preston Hall Museum & Park, 10.30-12.30pm or
1.30-3.30pm.
Inspired by the Armoury collection come and create
a spectacular helmet in this arts and crafts workshop.
Free with normal admission, drop-in. Tel 527375 for
details

31 July
Stockton Farmers’ Market

Wellington Square, 9am-2pm
Come along to try – and buy - fresh and tasty local
produce www.neefm.org.uk

31 July
Good Crafternoon!

Preston Hall Museum & Park, 1-4pm.
Join textile artist Leanne Pearce in this fun textile craft
workshop based around the Museum’s collections,
Winter Garden and surrounding parkland. Free with
normal admission, booking required, for adults and
older children. Tel 527375 for booking and details

